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Wilbraham and Hampden could establish regionalized Board of Health functions with Monson and 
Longmeadow through grant funding. 


Officials applying for grant to fund 
regional Board of Health 


Wilbraham selectmen 
also appointed a new 
town accountant 
Monday 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— Wilbraham and Hampden could 
join with Monson and Longmead- 
ow to regionalize Board of Health 
functions across the municipali- 
ties. 

Wilbraham Town Adminis- 
trator Nick Breault said Monday 
night the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission is helping guide 
the towns in developing a plan. 
Breault said they’ll likely soon 
apply for a Public Health Excel- 
lence Grant which could provide 
“significant money” — upward 
of $300,000 for a new regional 
health initiative for three years. 

“We feel it’s at least worth a 
try to apply for this as we’re get- 


ting our plan together,’ Breault 
said. 

Since there’s a tight timeline 
to apply for the grant, PVPC rec- 
ommended moving forward with 
applying for it. 

“We'll be looking for commit- 
ments from the towns,” Breault 
said. “We have to work on what 
the plans will look like. The long 
and short of it is, the grant would 
allow — similar to the dispatch ef- 
fort — would help with payments 
to regionalize for Board of Health 
functions, including a_ public 
health nurse, and some places will 
have an epidemiologist.” 

Wilbraham and Hampden 
have been discussing combining 
resources to fund a regional pub- 
lic health nurse and health inspec- 
tor for several months. 


Wilbraham appoints 
new town accountant 


In other Board of Selectmen 
news, officials on Monday voted 
to appoint Derek H. Geser as the 


new town accountant. 

Geser will fill the vacancy left 
by Nancy Johnson, who held the 
position since October 2014 and 
retired last month. 

Selectmen vice-chair Bob 
Boilard read a letter at the start 
of the meeting, thanking Johnson 
for “proving herself as an exem- 
plary employee in public service” 
and an “indispensable resource.” 

“Tm going to miss you guys 
too,” Johnson said. “I’ve always 
loved my job, that’s for sure.” 

On Monday, selectmen also: 

e Approved the 2022 — 2028 
Town of Wilbraham Open Space 
and Recreation Plan 

e Announced they were noti- 
fied last week by town counsel 
that a previously considered deal 
on a right of first refusal at 186V 
Tinkham Road is no longer viable 

¢ Approved the Wilbraham 
Nature and Cultural Center’s re- 
quest to have outdoor entertain- 
ment at Fountain Park on April 
7, May 5 and June 2 from 7 to 9 
p.m. 
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COVID-19 cases 
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on the rise 
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from Adele Paulin at the Wilbraham Senior Center last week. 
Photo by David Miles. 


Wilbraham seeks 
approval for regional 
vaccination site 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMP- 
DEN — Wilbraham town offi- 
cials are hoping to establish a 
regional vaccination site. If the 
town’s request isn’t approved, 
officials said they’d look to 
join Palmer’s regional vacci- 
nation site — in either case, the 
outcome would mean more 
vaccines available to residents 
of Wilbraham and Hampden. 

“Palmer was recently ap- 
proved as a regional site,” Wil- 
braham Public Health Nurse 
Jill Conselino said during 
Monday’s Board of Selectmen 
meeting. “It will eventually 
ramp up to 750 doses a day, 
five days a week. It will be 
starting the weekend of April 
9" and 10". We have an oppor- 
tunity to rejoin that regional 
collaboration.” 

Wilbraham originally con- 
sidered joining Palmer in a 


regional clinic earlier this year 
but since Palmer was _ only 
slated to get about 100 doses 
a week — the current number 
Wilbraham’s municipal clin- 
ic receives on weeks when 
they’re available — the town 
decided moved ahead with its 
own clinic for Wilbraham and 
Hampden residents. 

Palmer’s regional clinic will 
start operating on weekends 
initially, but will eventually 
move to five days per week and 
could administer about 5,000 
vaccine doses per week across 
16 sites. It will have the ability 
to provide all three vaccines: 
Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson, Conselino said. 

In exchange for joining 
Palmer’s regional site, Palmer 
could set aside about 25% of 
its vaccines for municipal clin- 
ics, including the one currently 
being operated out of the Wil- 
braham Senior Center. As part 
of the agreement, Wilbraham 
or Hampden would allocate 
one person per day, per clinic, 
to staff Palmer’s sites either as 
a security or traffic detail, vac- 


Please see COVID, page 13 


Selectmen offer equipment, project updates 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN —- The Hamp- 
den Board of Selectmen tackled 
several items pertaining to new 
equipment and upcoming proj- 
ects during its March 29 meet- 
ing, including a new vehicle for 
the fire department and ventila- 
tion issues in the fire station that 
still haven’t been resolved. 


New fire vehicle 

Hampden Fire Chief Ed 
Poulin addressed the board on 
Monday, requesting $56,494 to 
purchase a new fire vehicle. The 
purchase would allow the Hamp- 
den Fire Department to retire a 
truck that dates back to the ad- 


ministration of President Ronald 
Reagan. 

“We’re looking to replace two 
vehicles with one. One’s a 2013 
Ford Explorer; it’s our Medic 1, 
which has costly repairs need- 
ed,” said Poulin. “The other is a 
1986 pickup truck that is a man- 
ual; not that ’'m opposed to it, 
but that makes it difficult for a 
lot of the members.” 

Outside of the fact that a 
number of department members 
cannot operate the dated vehicle, 
it also requires costly repairs. If 
approved, the new vehicle would 
be used as the department’s med- 
ical and fly car, which could hold 
valuable self-breathing packs. 

The packs are used in atmo- 
spheres where the air isn’t safe 
to breathe, including in heavy 


smoke. 

“Tf the packs get contami- 
nated with smoke, we can throw 
them in the back of the vehicle 
and bring them and wash them 
down rather than put them in a 
cab and contaminate the cab that 
we're riding in as well,’ said 
Poulin. 

The new vehicle could also 
carry a pump and traverse roads 
that are partially blocked by fall- 
en trees. 

“If a big storm comes 
through, we can get around 
things quicker and can send out a 
crew with saws if we had to open 
up roads,” said Poulin. 


Fire ventilation repairs 
It’s been many months since 
ventilation issues were identified 


inside of Hampden’s fire station 
on North Road. Currently, opera- 
ble windows provide most of the 
ventilation to the admin areas 
while infiltration from the bay 
doors provides ventilation to the 
apparatus bays. 

Outside of opening the bay 
doors, there is only limited venti- 
lation from the apparatus rooms 
when trucks are started. The 
long-standing problem was dis- 
cussed by Poulin on March 29. 

“With the ventilation § sys- 
tem, we have a problem with 
the transfer disconnect for the 
service. The original generator 
is only good for 50-amps. We’re 
running on a 50-amp service 
with those conductors used at 
100-amps,” said Poulin. 

The town previously ap- 


proved appropriate measures to 
be taken to fix the issue, but the 
department is still waiting on 
bids from potential contractors. 
Poulin assured the board that 
“we're addressing it as quick- 
ly as we can,” but selectwoman 
Mary Ellen Glover asked him to 
expedite the process. 

“Do you have a timeframe for 
this? This was approved months 
ago and presented as an urgent 
need,” said Glover. ‘““Months lat- 
er, it’s still not completed. Can 
you put a rush on it or do some- 
thing to get it completed?” 

Selectman John Flynn noted 
that going out to bid might not 
be the most efficient solution. 
He recommended that the de- 


Please see SELECTIMEN, page 13 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Amaderis Santiago 
wins title in Sparkling 
Crowns Pageants 
photo contest 


HAMPDEN — Amade- 
ris Santiago, a resident of 
Hampden and an_ eighth- 
grade student at Green Mead- 
ow School, won a title in 
the Holyoke-based pageant, 
Sparkling Crowns. 

Santiago was a participant 
in the virtual Photo Spark 
contest and won the title 
Sparkling Crowns Dazzle in 
March. 

After winning, title-hold- 
ers posted videos to the Spar- 
kling Crowns Facebook page. 
When asked how she felt, 
Santiago said “amazing, hap- 
py, excited — thank you guys 
so much for the opportunity, 
I love you guys. Thank you!” 

Sparkling Crowns was founded by Sonia Batlle in 
Holyoke in 2015. Due to the pandemic, this year Spar- 
kling Crowns Pageant decided to go virtual with the Pho- 
to Spark contest, the organization wrote in a statement. 

Along with the title, Santiago won a crown, sash, 
trophy, gift card and cash. “Spakling Crowns Pageant 
congratulates Amaderis for her courage and confidence 
in participating in the pageant and are proud to be repre- 
sented by Miss Santiago,” pageant officials wrote. 
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Virtual raffle in lieu 
of Bunny Breakfast 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Children’s Mu- 
seum is holding a ‘virtual’ calendar raffle through- 
out the month of April in lieu of their annual Bunny 
Breakfast. Calendars are on sale now and all proceeds 
support The Wilbraham Children’s Museum. 

There are many wonderful daily prizes including 
gift cards to local businesses, raffle baskets and a pri- 
vate, socially distanced visit from the Easter bunny 
(along with stuffed eggs!). 

Thank you to all the local businesses who made 
donations! Calendars can be purchased online at the 
museum’s website: www.wilbrahamchildrensmuse- 
um.com and are $10 each. 





Voter registration 
deadline is April 20 


WILBRAHAM - According to Town Clerk, Car- 
ole J. Tardif, residents who are not registered voters, 
who wish to vote in the upcoming Town Meeting on 
May 10 and Town Election on May 15, must register 
to vote by 8 p.m. on Tuesday, April 20. 

Registration hours are daily from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 8:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 20. 

Due to COVID-19, voter registration can be 
dropped off in the dropbox located by the Town Hall 
back door. Registration can also be completed online 
at registertovotema.com. 

Please contact the Town Clerk’s Office with any 
questions at (413) 596-2800, ext 200. 


Mortgage Lending 


is in your neighborhood. 













Looking for a new bank? Contact Us! 
Whether you want to buy, build or refinance our Wilbraham 














Branch has mortgage lending experts to help you. 


$350 OFF 
CLOSING 
COSTS* 


e Quick Decisions 
e Local Processing 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH 


www.monsonsavings.bank 
(ENDER MEMBERFDIC | MEMBER DIF 


*$350 closing cost discounts offer is available for qualified borrowers who establish automatic withdrawal from 
a Monson Savings Bank checking account. Offer valid for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at any 
time. Limit one per household. All loan applications are subject to credit underwriting and property approval. 


e Personalized Service 
e Competitive Rates 


| 413-596-2848 


$350 credit will be applied at closing. Coupon is not redeemable for cash. Other conditions may also apply. 


TREE 


z 7 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service * Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 
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what it takes 


SERVICE to becomea 


foster parent. 


We'll be there 
to guide you - 
so you can 
focus on 
supporting 
them. 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted - 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 - office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 





Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 


You already have 


April 1, 2021 


Seventeenth annual 
Easter Ege Hunt, 
April 3 


WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Park & Rec is EGG- 
cited to be able to offer its annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
the Spec Pond Recreation Facility on Saturday, April 3. 

The Egg Hunt will be modified from previous years 
but organizers hope it will allow for a little bit of nor- 
malcy and fun. Ages two and under will start their hunt 
at 9 a.m.; ages three to five will have their hunt at 10 
a.m.; and ages six to ten will have their hunt at 11 a.m. 
Don’t forget to bring cameras to take pictures with the 
Easter Bunny. 

Space is limited in this popular event as there will 
only be 50 kids allowed per age group. Only one parent 
may attend per child and masks must be worn. Regis- 
tration will run online March 16-28 or until space fills. 
Cost is $5 per child; no registrations will be accepted at 
the event. Visit WilbrahamRec.com to register and for 
more details. 





WPL hosts virtual tech 
support program: ‘Your 
Tech Questions Answered’ 


WILBRAHAM —- On Mondays at 3:30 p.m. in 
March, April, and May, Wilbraham Public Library, in 
conjunction with Wilbraham Monson Academy will 
offer a spring series of virtual tech support workshops. 
Students of Wilbraham 
Monson Academy will be 
offering free virtual tech 
support for questions re- 
lated to electronic devic- 
es. They will interact with 
participants individually 
on Zoom, and will help 
solve all of those queries 
about email addresses, 
trouble-shooting a_ cell 
phone, questions about 
tablets, and more. Partic- 
ipants can sign up for one 
or more sessions. 

Registration is neces- 
sary for this virtual event 
as space is limited. To reg- 
ister, please call the library 
at (413) 596-6141 or go to 
the website at www.wil- 
brahamlibrary.org. Partic- 
ipants will receive a Zoom 
link for the workshop. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


Visit www.chd.org/fosterparent 


or call (413) 781-6556 to learn more 
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Hampden Senior Center events 


Walk Massachusetts Challenge 
— Grab a friend, lace up your sneak- 
ers, and earn money for the Hamp- 
den Senior Center and possibly win 
a $50, $25, or $10 gift card! Sign 
up is easy at www.mcoaonline.com/ 
walkma or call us at (413) 566-5588 
if you don’t have a computer and 
need help registering. The challenge 
runs from May | to Sept. 30. 


Mother’s Day Fund-Raiser 
Quilt Raffle — Win a beautiful hand- 
made quilt generously donated by 
Russ Bressette. Tickets are $5 each 
or three for $10 and can be pur- 
chased by calling (413) 566-5588 to 
arrange pick up. Winner will be noti- 
fied on May 5. 


Shoe Drive — Donate your gently 
worn, used and new shoes. Collec- 
tion begins April 1 to May 31. Help 
us make this fund raiser a success 
with the added benefit of cleaning 
out your closets! Shoe donations are 
sent around the world, improving 
peoples lives and giving your shoes 
a second chance! Tie shoelaces or 
rubber band together and drop box- 
es are around the community or at 
Hampden Senior Center 104 Allen 
St. Call (413) 566-5588 for more in- 
formation. 


Puzzle Pac’s — We have fun puz- 
Zle games, with a raffle & prizes for 
those who take up the challenge. 
These will be available for pick up 
starting April 6th at the Hampden 
Senior Center by the front door. 
Your completed Puzzle Pac needs to 
be returned by May 3 and dropped 
in the box marked “Puzzle Pac Drop 
Off’. Raffle drawing will be May 6 
and winners will be noti- 
fied. 


Exercising with 
YMCA on Zoom — Open 
to everyone! Cost $3 per 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 
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class. You will need a computer/ 
laptop/tablet, internet access and an 
email. Call (413) 566-5588 for more 
details. 

Summer Farm Share Vegetables 
—D & R Farm offers fresh produce 
and it’s FREE with SNAP/HIP if you 
qualify! Shares are limited, so call 
Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or email 
outreach@hampdenma.gov to sign 


up. 


Warm your HEART by helping 
warm the HEARTS of others — Do 
you know a Senior in Hampden who 
is home bound and could use a little 
cheering up? We would love to send 
a little gift to show we care and help 
put a smile on their face. If you know 
someone who could use this gift of 
cheer please contact the Hampden 
Senior Center. 


Building Fundraiser — “Window 
Cling” — Easy Cling to place on your 
car or home window to show sup- 
port for the Hampden Senior Center. 
Suggested donation $2 each. All do- 
nations are applied to our building 
fund. Call (413) 566-5588 to place 
your order and for pick up details. 


Foot Care — Please call 566- 
5588 to schedule an appointment. 
Masks are required, and you must 
wait in your car until your scheduled 
appointment time, so we can sanitize 
in between appointments. 


Memory Café to meet via Zoom 
on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. — Memory Cafe is a safe and 


comfortable space where caregivers 
and their loved ones living with De- 
mentia or Alzheimer’s can socialize, 


listen to music, play games, and en- 
joy other activities. You don’t need a 
computer to participate, you can call 
in and connect with everyone just by 
using your phone. Please call Wen- 
dy at (413) 566-5588 or email her at 
outreach@hampdenma.gov to sign 


up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — 
The fire department will deliver a 
FREE five-gallon bucket of sand 
to your home for the winter weath- 
er. You must be over the age of 60 
living in Hampden. Call (413) 566- 
5588 and leave your name, address, 
phone number, and location on prop- 
erty where you would like the bucket 
dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign up 
to be a phone pal with a Springfield 
College Occupational Therapy Stu- 
dent. Possible Conversation Topics: 
e Share life stories and adventures 
Get advice on using cell phone, tab- 
let, and computer skills ¢ Share each 
other’s topics of interest * Talk about 
anything that is meaningful and pur- 
poseful to you! Communication op- 
tions available via: phone call, Face- 
Time or Zoom visits. If interested, 
please call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 
for more information. 


Grab N’ Go Lunch Program 
— Tuesday through Friday, pick up 
from 11:30 to noon. This program 
is provided by Greater Springfield 
Senior Services and serves a healthy 
lunch for anyone 60 or older. Sug- 
gested donation $2. Call (413) 566- 
5588 to sign up. 
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1 Allen St., Hampden, MA e 413-566-8324 


EASTER SUNDAY 


Dine In or Take Out 
Brunch service begins at 11:00 am 
Brunch & Dinner Menu will be served 





RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 


EASTER SPECIALS 


Eggs Benedict ~ Steak & Eggs ~ Lobster Omelette 


Graham Cracker Crusted French Toast 
Prime Rib ~ Surf & Turf 


TAKE OUT EASTER FAMILY MEALS 


Pre-order only! Must be received 
by Thursday, April 1st at 2:00 pm 
Choose from our regular Family Meals 
plus these Easter Specials: 
Maple Glazed Ham ~ $44 
Slow Roasted Beef Sirloin ~ $52 


Both are served with Rosemary Yukon Gold Potatoes, 


baby carrots, garden salad and bread. 
Family meals feed up to six people. 


FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


lacucinahampden.com 
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 


Mon - Thurs 3-9 pm 


Fri & Sat 2-10 pm 
Sunday 2-9 pm 





THE BEST FRESH * 
FOR SPRING! =~ 


ae 


Colorful Tulips, Sunny Daffodils 
and Fragrant Hyacinths 


6-inch pots...$7.99 each 
2 for $15.00 7 


Beautiful 
uf. White Easter Lilies 
Easter Egg Mums 


Pretty Smiling 
Pansies & Violas 


Fill Your Easter Basket 


TEMPTING ASSORTMENT OF 

| EASTER CANDY 
Handmade Chocolate Bunnies 

| Milk, White and Dark 


Gourmet Jelly Beans | 
Vermont “Nut Free” Chocolate & Candy 


From Randall’s Kitchen 
For Easter 
Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties 
Fresh Baked Pies 
Fruit Pies and Cream Pies 
Hot Cross Buns ~ Cider Donuts 
Fresh Fruit Salad — i 
Fresh Fruit Platters Eye 
Boar’s Head Sweet Slice eee 
Blue Seal, Janik and 
Boar’s Head Kielbasa 
iy Place Your Easter 
re-Orders By April 1st For 
Pick-Up Saturday April 3rd 


CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 


Gluten Free Foods 
Fresh and Frozen 
Pies, Desserts, 
Cupcakes & Cookies 






























































GLUTEN 


FRE 








Sweet Red Peppers...$1.99 |b 
Crisp Celery...$1.49 Large Bunch 


Local Yukon Gold Potatoes 
5lb bags ...2 for $5.00 


Fresh Blueberries Pint Size...$3.99 
Golden Ripe Pineapples...2 for $5.00 « 
Cantaloupes Large Size...2 for $5.00 
Honeydew Melons...$3.99 ea | 












631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW HOURS OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 


Find us on and Youl/ 
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The Wilbraham Native American Soapstone Quarry 


By Patrick Duquette 


REGION —The Wilbraham 
Soapstone Quarry 1s unique in 
archaeological terms. 

Most soapstone or steatite 
sites in Massachusetts are ledges 
or outcroppings trapped in sandy 
hillsides. In the case of the Wil- 
braham quarry, archaeologists 
believe the large boulders were 
carried from an outcropping in 
Pelham and deposited in Wilbra- 
ham by an expanding glacier. 

According to “History of 
Wilbraham 1763-1963,” with 
regard to the soapstone quarry, 
“Dr. Robert Baldwin discovered 
the site in 1902 while coon hunt- 
ing. Baldwin leased the rights 
to work the area from James L. 
Seaver. Experts from New York, 
Boston, and Amherst College, 
including Dr. Walter Chapin, 
joined him in uncovering tools 
and utensils, but very few ar- 
rowheads. In 1933 the last large 
soapstone boulder was removed, 
with a partially finished bowl in 
relief on its surface, and is now 
on exhibit at the Natural History 
Museum of Springfield. During 
its removal many other imple- 
ments and bowls were found. 
These were largely broken or 
chipped in construction and 
tossed away. Eight of the nine 
original boulders were used up 
by the Native Americans, leav- 
ing large depressions sized from 
Six to twenty-five feet in length.” 

In 1966, William S. Fowler 
published a paper in the Mas- 
sachusetts Archaeology Society 
Bulletin entitled “The Wilbra- 





soapstone quarry. Courtesy photos 


ham Stone Bowl Quarry,” which 
states, “Some time after the start 
of the 20th Century, Dr. Walter 
Chapin was walking the back 
roads of North Wilbraham one 
day in search of minerals. As he 
passed by a farmhouse on the 
road that leads to Hampden, his 
eye caught sight of a rather large 
stone bowl on the front porch of 
the house. Locating the farmer, 
he asked where he had found 
it, and was told that it had been 
discovered in the field across the 
road in front of the house. Here 
the land sloped down to a shal- 
low valley running parallel to 
the road, and soon Dr. Chapin 
had investigated all parts of the 
field. Ultimately, after repeat- 
ed attempts to find the source 
of the bowl, which appeared to 
be a stray that had accidentally 
been dropped in the field, dis- 
covery of many large hollows in 
the ground with steatite flakes 
strewn all about. They lay in pas- 
ture land about a quarter mile up 


the valley where the bowl had 
been found, and proved to be an 
aboriginal quarry. In the end, Dr. 
Chapin received the bowl from 
the farmer, and today it is in the 
Museum of Natural History in 
Springfield.” 

More from noted archaeolo- 
gist William S. Fowler’s report: 
“News of the discovery spread 
fast, and soon certain individuals 
were making plans to excavate 
the site. Among the first was Dr. 
F.W. Putnam of Harvard Univer- 
sity. He arrived with a tent and 
camping equipment and spent 
several weeks excavating the re- 
mains. The next excavation was 
carried out under the direction 
of Dr. Chapin, together with Dr. 
Baldwin, who had become in- 
terested in the site. They hired a 
laborer with pick and shovel to 
dig trenches under their super- 
vision. The first job was digging 
a trench around the remaining 
soapstone boulder.” 

In 1947 William S. Fowler 





did his own 

archaeologi- 

ll h | d cal research at 

Green Valley Preschool and Daycare tte witranam 
® quarry. In his 
receives grant for $500K hook, “Stone 
Eating Uten- 

HAMPDEN — Rep. Brian Ashe to continue re-opening and get back to sils of Pre- 
(D-Longmeadow) is proud to announce _ pre-pandemic normalcy. The ability for historic New 
the release of a $50,000 grant for Green parents to be able to go back to work England,” 
Valley Preschool and Daycare, a wom- and know their children are in safe, he describes 
an-owned childcare facility in Hamp- caring, and educational environments his — excava- 
den. will be crucial to the re-opening of the tions.  Fowl- 
The Massachusetts Growth Capital Commonwealth. The commitment of er unearthed 


Corporation Small Business Grant Pro- 
gram, a Baker-Polito Administration 
initiative, is committed to preserving 
the success of the Commonwealth’s 
small businesses. As we slowly return to 
pre-pandemic normalcy, it is vitally 1m- 
portant we keep our childcare facilities 
open so parents can re-enter the physical 


workforce, Ashe said. 


“Childcare is one of the most im- 
portant industries to support if we wish 


the Baker-Polito administration to pro- 
viding for parents and small business- 
es will allow the Commonwealth to 
bounce back and be strong, healthy, and 
vibrant,” Rep. Ashe said in a statement. 

For more information on the Small 
Business Grant Program, visit https:// 
www.empoweringsmallbusiness.org/ 
covid-19-response/sector-specific-re- 


picks, gouges, 
scraping tools, 
shave abrad- 
ers, and some 
30. or more 
utensils. The 
largest unfin- 
ished pot mea- 
sured 16 inch- 


lief-grant-program-massachusetts-busi- es in length 
nesses . and weighed 
75 pounds. 





LUDLOW LODGE OF ELKS 


69 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA 


Friday, April 2 
Fish and Chips with 


Chowder, Coleslaw & Roll 
$12 per meal, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 


Limited Indoor Seating Available. 


Come In & Pick Up or 


Call 583-2448 
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To Place Your Order. 


JOIN US FOR OUR 
EASTER RAFFLE! 


Join us April 7 for Spaghetti Supper | 
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The author’s sketch showing the location of the soapstone boulder 


depressions. 


Why it matters 

The importance of _ the 
Wilbraham quarry cannot be 
stressed enough. Native Amer- 
ican family culture changed 
dramatically with access to 
plates, cups, bowls and uten- 
sils. Families could gather and 
dine together as a unit. There is 
evidence, over time, that quarry 
workers made improvements to 
the tools making them more effi- 
cient and specialized for certain 
jobs. To give an example of the 
impact and importance of the 
Wilbraham quarry, Smithsonian 
archaeologists found bowls from 
Wilbraham in a South Carolina 
dig. 

Another interesting and un- 
usual realization by archaeolo- 
gists in the early part of the 20th 
century was the total absence of 
any weapons of war in the vicin- 
ity of the soapstone quarry. This 
led scientists to believe the var- 
ious tribes had a “peace agree- 
ment” in place while working 
the soapstone quarry. Note: One 
small hatchet was found, later 
determined to be for dispatching 
small wounded animals while 
hunting. 

In the summer of 1963, Ed- 
ward M. Thompson of Enfield 
began further excavation at this 
same site. He moved east up the 
hill to where he felt the native 
people probably camped, and 
found by digging test pits that the 
whole area had been so utilized 
and there still remained a wealth 
of material to be unearthed. 

I visited the site in 2014 and 
there is a large flat area on top 
of the slope. My first thought 
was, “this has to be a campsite!” 
Edward M.Thompson also dis- 
covered another steatite quarry 
“at the end of Silver Street,” but 
he never gave the exact location. 
Thompson is also credited with 
alerting the Massachusetts Ar- 
chaeological Society about the 
skeletal remains at a native buri- 
al site on Wilbraham Mountain 
in 1940. 


‘Monson granite’ 
Early reports about the ap- 
proximate time the Wilbraham 


Tid. 


INC. 
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quarry was in operation had not 
been determined. Most experts 
agree the site was operating for 
600 years, based on the amount 
of large boulders that were con- 
sumed. Some scientists have as- 
sociated the soapstone utensils 
with an early culture. It would 
seem that this was true in both 
the Westfield and Wilbraham 
quarries. 

It is, however, quite evident 
from the artifacts found on the 
nearby Wilbraham campsite, 
that the late Algonkian people 
must have known of this quarry. 
The campsite yielded numerous 
bowls, quarry picks and other 
artifacts. Also found at the Wil- 
braham site near one of the large 
depressions, was a long stone 
tool which was later identified as 
Monson granite. The removal of 
debris by the people around the 
boulders in Wilbraham required 
a special type of implement 
called a “tailing hoe.” During ar- 
chaeological excavation, a large 
hoe-type blade was found and 
another similar blade that was 
blunted from use. 

With more modern car- 
bon-dating techniques, archaeol- 
ogists have revised their estimate 
on the time period Native Amer- 
icans were working the Wilbra- 
ham site. They now believe the 
site was active 3,800 years ago 
for a very long duration. Part of 
their calculation was based on 
the fact that eight large boulders 
were consumed on the site. An- 
other factor would be local tribes 
were exposed to pottery mak- 
ing the end of the soapstone era 
about 300 A.D. 

I asked archaeologist Alan 
Smith why a tribe might keep 
working a soapstone quarry af- 
ter learning to make pottery. His 
answer was simple. Tradition, 
and the fact they still needed to 
include sturdy cups and bowls in 
the graves for the departed who 
would need them in the afterlife. 


About the author 
Patrick Duquette is a local 
historian who grew up in Indi- 
an Orchard and now resides in 
Monson. 
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Visit TJBarkMulch.com for Coupons 





18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
Playground « Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil ° Seasoned Firewood EE facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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Wilbraham Friends of Rec. 
Hall of Fame, Class of 2021 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Friends of Recre- 
ation is looking for input from the town’s citizens as to 
whom they should induct for the second annual Wilbra- 
ham Friends of Recreation Hall of Fame. The committee 
is looking to induct up to three deserving nominees for 
the class of 2021. 

All nominees must have brought distinction and ex- 
cellence throughout their tenure with the Wilbraham 
Parks and Recreation Department. They must have been 
coaches, officials, administrators, donors, or volunteers. 
The nomination forms can be found on the Friends of 
Rec Tab under the Wilbraham-ma.gov/rec website. They 
can be delivered to the Rec Department, 45C Post Of- 
fice Park or emailed to Mark Manolakis at Mark.Mano- 
lakis @ gmail.com. 

“We believe this is an excellent opportunity for the 
community to shine light on those who have made a pos- 
itive impact for Wilbraham’s Parks & Rec. Department,” 
said Committee Chair Mark Manolakis. 

The induction will take place during the Annual 
Night in the Park dinner. The committee holds this event 
every September at Spec Pond in the Pinney Pavillion. 


Armenian Food Festival . 
celebrates national cuisine 


INDIAN ORCHARD - St. Gregory Armenian Apos- 
tolic Church members will hold their Spring Armenian 
Food Festival on Saturday, April 17, from 12 to 5 p.m. as 
a take-out only event at 135 Goodwin St. 

On this day, visitors will be able to enjoy Armenian 
foods. Meals will be served featuring two kinds of grilled 
kebab — shish kebab (marinated lamb chunks) and losh 
kebab (seasoned ground lamb and beef), served with rice 
pilaf, fasoulia (Armenian green beans), and pita bread. 
For lighter fare, visitors can order spinach-cheese pie. 
Baked goods will feature traditional Armenian breads 
and pastries including choerag, paklava, and khadayif. 

Cash or checks accepted. To place a take-out order or 
for more information, call the church office (413) 543- 
4763 or Sima Setian Pariseau (413) 262-7251 or email at 
spariseau @ charter.net. 








Angus Beef, NOT Specials good from 
Fresh Seafood Thursday, April 1 
and Waybest HIGHER Wednesday, April 7, pa 
Grade A Chicken PRICES! Moe 
Triple M 
New York | | Sirloin Steak Steak Tips — (*F] | Top Round Bottom ag Budaball Ham 
oe: : a . — Marinated rp Boat — or = $3.99 
ea oas panate: or London ump 
*7 1° 9799 ae v3 9 ib, | Broil 398 Pot Roast 33° Ip 





Enough is Enough 
seeks teenagers to 
volunteer 


The organization advocates for 
police reform and ending systemic 
racism, among other causes 


REGION — Enough is Enough is a student-led 
organization that aims to help bring police brutal- 
ity to an end and defeat systematic racism and is 
currently looking for new members from Western 
Mass. 

“We have multiple committees within our orga- 
nization to focus on certain issues; our committees 
have been working on curriculum change (within 
schools), helping Black-owned businesses, spread- 
ing awareness through social media, and reaching 
out to local politicians to advocate for policies re- 
garding police reform and systemic racism,’ the or- 
ganization said in a statement. 

“In addition to doing this, our organization has 
branched out to 15 national chapters and over 800 
members! When this organization was formed the 
main goal was just to organize local protests in ar- 
eas that didn’t have them but now, we strive to do so 
much more. Our ultimate goal is to end systematic 
racism through education and policy change while 
making it easier for police to be held accountable 
for their actions with a fair trial that doesn’t employ 
unfair protections such as qualified immunity.” 

The organization is currently looking for teenag- 
ers who are interested in creating a change in their 
communities as well as their country. Volunteer- 
ing at Enough is Enough is a great opportunity to 
connect with a diverse set of individuals across the 
nation. Students will actively partake in different 
committees of their choice in order to make change 
in society. 

Contact enoughisenoughusal @gmail.com for 
more information. 
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Charter Member 
Celebrates 90th Birthday 


Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club charter member 
Walter Markett, a former Town Engineer, celebrated his 
90th birthday at a club Zoom meeting March 24. Fellow 
members lauded his work, over the years, for organizing 
the Annual Town Christmas Tree Lighting, The Senior 
Citizens Picnic at Spec Pond and founding an annual 
Rotary Scholarship in his wife Elaine’s name. The late 
Elaine Markett was a beloved Wilbraham elementary 
teacher. Photo submitted by Charlie Bennett. 
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Store Made Imported Store Made Chicken Turey | store Made 
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Salad » | Ham p. | Salad 7°32 | 58% Pasta Salad Pork Roast 


4% 
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www.villagefoodhampden.com ¢ 43 Somers Road ¢ Hampden, MA « 566-8717 
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The truth about peanuts 


ell, they certainly have 
a holiday for everything 
these days. Recently, 


when doing some research on an 
topic completely unrelated to hor- 
ticulture, I learned that April 2 1s 
National Peanut Butter and Jel- 
ly Day. Now I enjoy a good PB 
& J sandwich, and PB & J stood 
for the initials Paul, (ro)Berta and 
Jen back in my college days, but 
really, a holiday? Regardless, let’s 
have some fun and take a look at 
half of this holiday fav from a hor- 
ticulture perspective. 

I had a childhood friend who 
actually grew peanuts here in the northeast. It 
was really neat to dig them up and eat them 
right from her garden! Who even knew they 
grew underground? I am dating myself when 
I say that all the hullabaloo was partly because 
we, at the time, had president by the name of 
Jimmy Carter whose family was in the busi- 
ness of growing peanuts. Why don’t you take 
a trip down Memory Lane with me as I look 
back on peanut culture, Ware-style! 

If my memory serves me correctly, Mrs. 
Haley received fresh, raw peanuts still in their 
shell through a mail-order company. She care- 
fully shelled them and planted them about a 
six inches apart from one another in her sun- 
ny garden after the danger of frost had passed. 
The key to growing peanuts is providing loose, 





IN THE 


GARDEN 





| 
Roberta McQuaid 


crumbly soil. It’s interesting that 
the plants flower above ground, 
but just as the petals of the flower 
fall away, stalks below the ovary 
of the flower called “pegs” length- 
en, causing the stem to fall to the 
ground. When they fall, the pegs 
make their way into the soil and 
form the peanut. It’s suggested 
that once the plants reach about 
six inches tall, a gentle cultiva- 
tion should be performed to make 
it easier for the pegs to penetrate 
the earth. After they have done 
so, hilling as you would potatoes 
is beneficial, as is providing a loose 
mulch such as chopped leaves, straw or the like 
to keep the area friable and moist. 

You’ll know it’s time to harvest when the 
plant yellows; don’t wait too long after this 
point or the peanuts may break from the plant, 
making harvest more difficult. Carefully un- 
earth the whole plant with a shovel, shake 
away as much soil as you can and dry upside 
down out of the weather. An attic, barn or other 
well-ventilated area is ideal for this purpose. 
Peanuts can be shelled and enjoyed raw, or 
roasted in or out of the shell at 350 degrees for 
20 minutes. High in protein and fat, and var- 
ious healthy nutrients, peanuts are a staple in 
the diets of many cultures. 

You many find it interesting to learn that 
peanuts are not really a nut at all, but a legume. 


In fact, young plants will be very reminiscent 
of pea seedlings. They are thought to have 
originated in South America over three thou- 
sand years ago. Valued then as both a food 
source and status symbol, peanuts were even 
used as currency for a time. That’s humorous, 
considering the phrase “working for peanuts” 
implies quite the opposite status! 

Peanuts are a long season crop, requiring 
about 120 days to mature. Many northern gar- 
deners pre-start them indoors to get a jump 
on the growing season using a variety such as 
Early Spanish that matures earlier than other 
types. 

Here’s what the experts recommend: Shell 
the fresh peanuts carefully, keeping the thin 
papery covering intact. Place three “seeds” in 
a four-inch pot filled two-thirds of the way up 
with moist potting soil. Add the remaining soil 
and place in a warm location until they sprout. 
Provide decent light and plant outside after the 
danger of frost has passed and proceeding as 
recommended above. Don’t over fertilize in 
either case or you will get lots of foliage and 
few peanuts. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy@ turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 





Twenty-three miles of ‘fun’ 


Saving the best — and worst — 
for last hike of winter 


By Julie Midura 
Correspondent 


When Tom and [ lost our minds and decided 
to attempt to climb all 48 New Hampshire 4,000- 
foot mountains in winter, the Zealand/Bonds 
traverse was the one that made me lose sleep at 
night. 

How on Earth would we be able to pull off 
that little miracle? Not that we’re “old” by any 
means — well, one of us isn’t anyway — but this is 
the Bonds we’re talking about! What kind of de- 
mented couple, one of whom is a senior citizen, 
decides it would be fun to hike 23.2 miles over 
five, 4,000-foot mountains in a single day in the 
dead of winter?! And more importantly — why? 

Well, the answer is pretty obvious. We want to 
earn that cute little round patch that we get to sew 
onto our backpack once we complete them all. 
But in all seriousness, this crazy adventure has 
allowed Tom and I to move beyond our comfort 
zone and to challenge ourselves in ways we never 
dreamed possible. 

So on the final Saturday of winter, we hiked 
what has been our most challenging hike so far — 
the Zealand/Bonds traverse. These mountains are 
in the heart of the 45,000-acre Pemigewasset Wil- 
derness. The Bonds are among the most remote 
of the 4,000 footers, and as such, every trail that 
reaches their summits is a long and arduous one. 

When we originally planned this hike, we en- 
visioned sunny skies, temps in the 30s, minimal 
wind, and a solidly packed trail. What we actually 
encountered was nothing of the sort. The forecast 
called for wind chill temps in the negative 20s 
and sustained winds in the 35 mph range with 
gusts up to 50 mph. 

Tom and I know our limits regarding wind 
speed and temperature and as such; We’re unwill- 
ing to take the risks that we were willing to take 
when we were younger. What can I say, it comes 
with age. Something called self-preservation. 

We asked ourselves if it would be worth the 
potential suffering just to bag several peaks. After 
all, we began this quest to have fun and to chal- 
lenge ourselves, not as a test to determine how 
much misery we could withstand. So we decided 
to go in spite of the wind chills predictions with 
the caveat that we would turn back if the condi- 
tions were too extreme to continue. 

Snow was falling steadily and the wind was 
howling when we stepped out of our car near 
Zealand Road at 4:30 a.m. One of the drawbacks 


of winter hiking is that several of the mountains 
require a road walk just to get to the trailhead 
because some of the roads are not maintained in 
winter. On this particular hike, we needed to walk 
3.7 miles on the road just to reach the trailhead. 
We were able to wear micro-spikes on our 
feet for the road walk, but switched to snow- 


Courtesy photo 

Julie and Tom on the 
summit of Mt. Bond, their 
44th winter ascent. 





shoes once we reached Zealand trail. The snow 
continued to fall, so we were forced to break trail 
through fresh snow that was anywhere between 
three inches to over a foot deep. Breaking trail is 
exhausting work, so Tom and I took turns taking 
the lead position. 


Please see HIKING, page 7 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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HIKING from page 6 


Once we were above tree line, the combination of fresh 
snow and fierce wind erased all signs of the trail. We spent 
valuable time trying to find the path that is usually very ob- 
vious on a summer day. Based on the less than ideal condi- 
tions, we began to wonder if we’d have the stamina to com- 
plete the entire traverse, or if we’d need to turn back after 
reaching Zealand Mountain — our first mountain of the day. 

But alas, there is a God, because not only did the sun 
finally make an appearance, but about a half mile before we 
reached Zealand Mountain, two angels appeared from be- 
hind us — and they were wearing snowshoes! We stepped 
aside, enormously relieved to have someone in front of us 
breaking out the trail. We reached Mt. Zealand shortly after, 
then continued on. 

The entire traverse is a blend of above treeline exposure 
intermixed with hiking in the shelter of the trees. When we 
reached the alpine zone on the shoulder of Mt. Guyot, we 
experienced the full onslaught of nature’s fury as the wind 
roared all around us. I braced myself a few times with my 
trekking poles to avoid being knocked off balance. If the 
hike had required several miles of hiking above treeline, we 
couldn’t have endured the strength of the wind, but knowing 
that we would periodically escape its wrath by hiking into 
the protection of the trees made it tolerable. 

We hiked up West Bond next, followed by Mt. Bond. It 
was 3:30 p.m. when we reached Bondcliff — our final peak 
of the day. We had been hiking almost non-stop for the past 
11 hours. As elated as we were to be standing on our final 
mountain of the day, we knew that we still had nine miles 
to go to get to our car. Thankfully, Bondcliff Trail was well 
packed out, so we were able to remove our heavy snowshoes 
and wear our spikes for the descent. 

AS we strapped our snowshoes onto our packs, I groaned 
under the added weight on my back. However, heavier packs 
mean lighter feet. Without heavy snowshoes on our feet, we 
practically flew down the mountain. 

We arrived at the bridge that marks the end of the hike 
just as I was certain that I couldn’t take one more step. My 
legs were propelling me forward only out of sheer necessity. 
We crossed the bridge that leads to the parking lot at 7:30 
p.m. — 15 hours from the time we started. 

We did it! 

Twenty-three miles, five mountains, 15 hours. It’s amaz- 
ing what the mind and body can do when the heart leads 
the way. 

Peace, and hike on! 

Julie Midura is a resident of Ludlow. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Now and __ 

5. Israeli city Aviv 

8. Indicates near 

11. Minneapolis suburb 

13. Large Australian 
flightless bird 

14. Fine-grained earth 

15. Plant genus that 
includes water 
caltrop 

16. Peacock network 

17. TV writer Dunham 

18. Excessive fluid 
accumulation in 
tissues 

20. They __ 

21. Muslim ruler title 

22. Position given in 
respect of 

20. Explaining further 

30. Measuring 
instrument 

31. Romanian monetary 
unit 

32. Council of __, 1545- 


1563 

33. Savory jelly made 
with meat stock 

38. Journalist Tarbell 

41. Most suspenseful 

43. Festivity 

45. Animal embryos 

48. Fertility god 

49. Medical patients’ 
choice (abbr.) 

90. Type of sword 

55. Competition 

56. Bird of the cuckoo 
family 

57. Afflicted in mind or 
body 

59. Engineering 
organization 

60. Beverage receptacle 

61. Spiritual leader 

62. Doctor of Education 

63. Where golfers begin 

64. Impudence 


2. Fast mammal 

3. Oh goodness! 

4. The back of one’s 
neck 

5. One who lives in 
another’s property 

6. Involve deeply 

7. Alfalfa 

8. Tropical tree resin 

9. Sudden fear 

10. Jewish religious 
month 

12. Veterans 
battleground 

14. Musical symbol 

19. German river 

23. Paddle 

24. Lizard 

25. Shock treatment 

26. The common 
gibbon 

27. Brew 

28. Usually has a lid 

29. Lenses in optical 
instruments 

34. Time zone in 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Vietnamese offensive 
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What’s It Worth? Ask Mike the Appraiser 


WILBRAHAM —- On Tuesday, 
April 13 from 5:45 to 8 p.m., Mike 
Ivankovich will offer antiques infor- 
mation and an online appraisal for 
Wilbraham Public Library. 

Want to learn more about the 
world of antiques and the value of 
your own personal treasures? Join 
Mike Ivankovich, a_ professional 
appraiser and the host of Philadel- 
phia’s “What’s It Worth?” radio 
show, for an evening of online an- 
tiquing adventures. Mike will begin 
the program by discussing the ten 
factors that will always impact the 


value of any object. He will then 
transition to appraisals, where he 
will analyze objects’ worth and also 
share many buying and selling tips 
and strategies. 

To participate, simply select two 
or three items that you would like to 
have appraised. Mike will evaluate 
one or two items each depending on 
the size of the group. The Zoom call 
will open at 5:45 p.m., so that Mike 
can see which objects he will be ap- 
praising. 

Mike Ivankovich has been in- 
volved in some phase of the An- 


tiques & Collectibles business for 
more than 40 years. He is a frequent 
lecturer, has authored more than 
twenty books in his specialty, and 
has written articles for the major 
national trade papers. He is host of 
the “What’s It Worth? Ask Mike the 
Appraiser” radio show in Philadel- 
phia. 

This is a virtual program; space is 
limited and registration is necessary 
in order to participate. To register, 
please call the library at 413-596- 
6141 or visit the library’s website at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 





No children died in fires in Massachusetts in 
2020; first year no one under 18 died in fires 


STOW -State Fire Marshal Pe- 
ter J. Ostroskey announced that for 
the first time on record, no children 
died in fires in Massachusetts in 
2020. Historically, children and se- 
niors have been most at risk of dy- 
ing in fires. 

“To have no children, no one 
under the age of 18, die in a fire 
in Massachusetts is an amazing 
accomplishment,’ Ostroskey said. 
“Through the 26 years of the Stu- 
dent Awareness of Fire Education 
Program (S.AF.E.), firefighters and 
classroom teachers have been help- 
ing to raise a fire safe generation of 
children.” 

Saugus Fire Chief Michael C. 
Newbury, president of the Fire 
Chiefs’ Association of Massachu- 
setts, said, “This milestone speaks 
to the hard work of firefighter-edu- 


Samoa (abbr.) 
35. Wrinkled dog: Shar 


36. Denotes equal 

37. TV network for 
children 

39. Take the value 
away from 

40. Female graduates 

41. Don’t know when 
yet 

42.“ tu”: Spanish 
song 

44. “Seinfeld” 
character 

45. Bleated 

46. Entwined 

47. Away from wind 

48. Soft creamy white 
cheese 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

54. They resist 
authority (slang) 

58. Speak ill of 


y ) 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


cators to teach children what to do 
to save themselves in a fire. We find 
fewer children hiding under beds or 
in closets, because they know how 
to use their home escape plan.” 
State Fire Marshal Ostroskey 
said, “Ultimately, responsibility 
for home fire safety rests with the 
adults in the home, but the S.A.FE 
Program has brought key safety 
information on maintaining smoke 
alarms, practicing home fire drills, 
cooking, heating, candle and match 
and lighter safety home to those 
adults. Goodness knows there’s 
nothing like being nagged by a 3rd 
grader to test your smoke alarm.” 
“Just after this new year began, 
a child did suffer serious burns in an 
Oxford house fire. That reinforces 
how vigilant we must be to keep our 
children safe from fires and burns,” 
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Sales & Service 






WE'RE STILL 
















said Ostroskey. 
39 deaths in 
Massachusetts in 2020 

Preliminary data from the Mas- 
sachusetts Fire Incident Reporting 
System (MFIRS) indicates that 
there were 39 fire deaths in 2020, 
down from 42 in 2019. The deaths 
were all adults and 15, or nearly 
40%, were older adults over the age 
of 65. The majority, 31, died in the 
so-called safety of their own homes. 
Half of these deaths occurred in 
homes where there were no work- 
ing smoke alarms. “Working smoke 
alarms give you the one thing you 
don’t have in a fire — time — time 
to escape,’ said Ostroskey. There is 
only 1-3 minutes to escape the av- 
erage house fire in a home without 
fire sprinklers. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) & Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 4/30/21 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 4/30/21 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 4/30/21 T 


| 


WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 


$GQ°> 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 4/30/21 T 
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(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 


QmD—TXM FS 
1 


WA INSPECTION STATION NOiSie9 





5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 * 800-662-1016 





TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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@ HEALTH & WELLNESS 
What to know about the coronavirus variants 


O&A with Dr. Armando Paez, 
chief of the Infectious 
Disease Division at Baystate 
Health 


SPRINGFIELD — Despite leading the 
world in COVID-19 infections and being 
well-equipped with an unsurpassed ge- 
nome sequencing infrastructure, the Unit- 
ed States found itself in the unfortunate 
position of falling well behind other coun- 
tries in sequencing coronavirus genomes 
and getting ahead of emerging variants. 

Now back on track and identifying 
variants that have begun in the United 
States, including in New York and Cal- 
ifornia, scientists are increasing their 
COVID-19 sequencing efforts as many 
question: “Should I be worried over the 
variants?” 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief in the Infec- 
tious Disease Division at Baystate Health, 
answers some pressing questions about 
what role the variants are playing in the 
ongoing pandemic. 


Q: Are the coronavirus variants that 
have emerged over the past few months 
a cause of concern for epidemiologists? 

A: Any time a new variant of the nov- 
el coronavirus SARSCoV2 is discovered, 
there 1s cause for concern. The major 
variants reported not only in the U.S., but 
also in other parts of the world, B.1.1.7 
(UK), B.1.351 (South Africa) and the P.1 
(Brazil) are found to be more infectious 
that the original SARSCoV?2 strain. More 
recently, home-grown variants, B.1.526 
from New York City and California vari- 
ant B.1.427/B.1.429, have also been re- 
ported. Any of the variants can become 
the circulating strain in a population and 
can spread easily to others in a geomet- 
ric fashion. This carries significant public 
health importance and urgency as more 
people can get sick at the same time and 
overwhelm the healthcare system. Scien- 
tists are still studying these variants and 
are also on the lookout for new ones that 
are emerging. More recently, the B.1.1.7 
(UK) variant, thought to be just easi- 
ly transmissible, is now associated with 
a higher risk of dying from COVID-19 
based on a peer-reviewed study. Depend- 
ing on the variant, the mutations (changes 
in the genetic code) can confer resistance 
to some available COVID-19 treatments. 
For example, bamlanivimab, a COVID-19 
monoclonal antibody authorized for the 
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treatment of mild-moderate COVID-19 is 
thought to be ineffective against B.1.341 
(South Africa) variant. Thus, the vari- 
ants also carry clinical importance for 
COVID-19 patients. However, not all 
COVID-19 treatments may be significant- 
ly impacted by the variants. For example, 
mutations identified in these new variants 
have not significantly changed the part 
of the virus that remdesivir, an FDA-ap- 
proved drug for severe COVID-19, tar- 
gets. 


Q: What do these new variants from 
the United Kingdom, South Africa, and 
Brazil, as well as those that have orig- 
inated in the U.S., share in common, 
and what makes them different from 
the original COVID-19? 

A: All of these five variants men- 
tioned above have mutations in the spike 
protein that allow them to latch on better 
to and infect human cells, making them 
more transmissible (up to 50% more). All 
of these variants have now been detected 
in the United States, and according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion (CDC), the UK variant is expected 
to become the dominant strain in the U.S. 
by the end of March. There are currently, 
3,136 cases of the variant in our country 
as of March 7, according to the CDC. 

Early on, South African researchers 
believed their variant could evade anti- 
bodies produced by the immune system. 
This can imply possible reinfection to 
occur as the antibodies cannot neutralize 
the variant virus. This was seen in the 
P.1 (Brazil) variant. Scientists continue to 
study how these variants can potentially 
evade immunity to COVID-19. 


Q: Are the new variants more dead- 
ly? 

A: This is an evolving story, Initially, 
scientists thought that there was no evi- 
dence that the infection from any of the 
variants is more deadly than the old strain. 
A recent study suggests that there is an 
association of B.1.1.7(UK) variant with 
higher risk of dying from COVID-19. 
I expect that more information will be 
available regarding the other variants in 
the near future. 


Q: Why did it take a while before we 
began to see different variants of the 
coronavirus? 

A: Viruses such as SARSCoV2, the 
virus behind COVID-19, naturally mutate 
and viral variants occur. Many variants 
emerge and disappear, but some persist 


Aynpralhy Hloral Arangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
HOurRsS: 


Wes, Wear = rote 


Wed. 10am - 4pm 


Thurs, VOB = 4yai 2 ia, Wena Anon 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


SS. 

















Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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because their accumulated mutations of- 
fer a “survival of the fittest” advantage 
among others over time to become the 
dominant circulating virus. 


Q: Is there a difference between a 
variant of the virus and a mutation, 
and which is more problematic? 

A: A viral mutation refers to specific 
changes or alterations in the gene of the 
virus. This is a natural occurrence in the 
life of a virus, particularly an RNA virus 
like the coronavirus. Some mutations do 
not change how the virus behaves, but 
some do affect its characteristics related 
to its ability to attach to the host cell, for 
example. This can potentially confer high- 
er risk of transmission of infection given a 
number of viral particles compared to the 
old strain. A variant refers to a virus with 
slight changes in the genetic codes due to 
these mutations. Depending on the effect 
on how the virus behaves due to the genet- 
ic changes, whether a single mutation or a 
combination of mutations, it may or may 
not be problematic. It can be problematic 
to the host, but offers an advantage to the 
virus to survive. A variant may become 
the dominant strain because of its survival 
advantage in a given environment. What 
is also important to remember is that if 
there is more viral replications occurring, 
let us say, more infections in the commu- 
nity, there is a greater chance for more 
mutations to occur. That is why interrupt- 
ing the cycle of transmission can lessen 
the chance of variants to occur. 


Q: Why are these variants more eas- 
ily transmissible? 

A: The variants have mutations in the 
spike protein enabling them to latch on 
and infect human cells more easily. Many 
of these mutations are in the receptor 
binding domain of the virus. The muta- 
tion E484K, common in these variants, 
can increase the affinity of viral protein 
with its receptor, thus explaining its abili- 
ty to be easily transmitted. 


Q: Since these variants are more 
transmissible, does that mean the rec- 
ommended safety precautions will no 
longer work to prevent spread of the 
virus? 

A: Currently recommended safety pre- 
cautions — vaccination, social distancing, 
mask wearing, handwashing, and isola- 
tion and quarantine - should still work in 
preventing infections from these variants. 
Again, if these variants are not given a 
chance to replicate, the less chance they 
have to further evolve and survive in the 
community. 


Q: If the same precautions are 
enough, why do scientists say more 
people could become infected in the 
months ahead? 

A: Vaccine rollout in the U.S. is now 
making progress, but we are not yet at 
the level of herd immunity, estimated to 
be 60-70% either by natural infection or 
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vaccination. Since these variants are more 
transmissible, if the public is not compli- 
ant with recommended safety measures, 
more exposures and infections will easily 
occur. The increased number of cases will 
put more strain on health care resources, 
lead to more hospitalizations, and poten- 
tially more deaths. 


Q: Will the currently available vac- 
cines protect against the variants? 

A: Based on the most recent evidence, 
the currently available COVID-19 vac- 
cines can still broadly protect you, albeit 
at differing level of efficacy, from the cir- 
culating variants, B.1.1.7 (UK), B.1.351 
(South Africa), the P.1 (Brazil) and the 
two variants — New York and California. 
The B.1.351 (South Africa) variant more 
significantly impacts efficacy of the avail- 
able vaccines. B.1.526 (New York) strain 
appears to have a similar effect but much 
less so. Recent reports also suggest that 
these variants may evade the immunity 
from natural infection or escape the an- 
tibodies from previous infections. Simi- 
larly, this can impact the efficacy of the 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies autho- 
rized to treat COVID-19. This is closely 
being investigated and hopefully, more 
information will be available in the near 
future. 


Q: What is not known about the 
variants? 

A: We still do not have a complete pic- 
ture of how widespread these variants are 
in the United States and around the world. 
The CDC is now closely monitoring this 
as it has huge implications epidemiolog- 
ically. As mentioned above, these can 
affect future decisions and interventions 
in order to curb the pandemic. For exam- 
ple, vaccine designs and booster shots are 
already being discussed in order to get 
ahead of the circulating variants. 


Q: Do we expect other variants to 
surface? 

A: Yes, expect more variants to occur 
in the future unless we stop the circulation 
of the virus in the community. As men- 
tioned above, if there is less viral replica- 
tion, there is less chance for viral muta- 
tions, hence variants, to occur. 


Q: Will the new variants prolong the 
pandemic? 

A: The new and emerging variants can 
potentially prolong the pandemic because 
of their ability to be more easily transmit- 
ted. This will also depend on other factors 
such as compliance of the communities 
to public infection control measures, our 
ability to detect these variants, the vacci- 
nation rates in the community affecting 
the chance of achieving herd immunity 
sooner than later, the risk of reinfection, 
and availability of effective treatments on 
the new variants. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 


Please send us your Birthday, Anniversary and Wedding 
announcements. Send us a short announcement no more than 
40 words and a photo if possible. 


We will publish them in our Car Parade Section! 
elinscott@turley.com 
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Photo of the WPL Teen Loft entrance. 


Photos courtesy of the Wilbraham Friends of the Library Teen Winter Reading Beanstack App on the Teen 
Lightboard in the Loft 
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WFOL Supports Library Teen Programming 


by Jay Taylor 
Board member Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library 


WILBRAHAM — Our Wilbra- 
ham Public Library is actively pre- 
paring and ramping up for better 
times when COVID restrictions 
ease. Teen Programming coordinat- 
ed by Rachel Hapgood, is gearing 
up to reinstate and add to its many 


popular teen offerings. Among these 
are: Beginner Chess; Teen Trivia; 
The Summer and Winter Reading 
Programs; “Teens Who Code’,; the 
Teen Book Club; the Teen Advisory 
Board which advises WFOL and the 
library on relevant teen events and 
services. 

Many of these programs are 
funded by WFOL which is an 
all-volunteer nonprofit organization 


of over 350 residents and supporters 
that raises money for furnishings, 
programs, library equipment and 
other needs not covered by town tax- 
es. Anyone interested in contributing 
can join the group via its Facebook 
page or its page on the WPL website 


under “Donate and Volunteer”. Go 
to WilbrahamLibrary.org. 

“Everybody needs more 
Friends!” 





Teen Winter Reading prizes 


2 Bedroom/2 Bath apartments now available with special pricing. 


Benefits of Companion Living include: 





= Private bedrooms with your own full bathroom 


® Shared living and kitchen area when you 


want to be social 


= Cut down on costs, retirement funds last longer 


m Buddy system for added support 





BETTERAMENITIES 4 GREATER VALUE 


Call Mary at 413-758-5377 for 


special pricing and to book your tour! 


73 South Street ¢ Ware, MA01082 © cedarbrookvillage.com 


Cedarbrook Village is a brand new Senior 
Living community in Ware. Our companion 


suites stand apart from our competitors. Private 


bedrooms and bathrooms with oversized living 


room, kitchen and sunroom. 





Cedarbrook ow Village 


at Ware 


Independent, Assisted and Memory Care 
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Readers are encouraged to send in td A 


medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to elinscott@ 
turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 
} | Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
a | = 4 Please note that if you send us 
| =_ — ae a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 
background. Examples: 
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 





A table at Rice Fruit Farm in Wilbraham, decorated for Easter. Photo by David Miles. 


A drive-through visit with the Easter Bunny in 
the St. Cecilia’s parking lot on March 27. 
Photo by David Miles. 








Bluebirds feathering their nest on Main Street in south Wilbraham on March 27. 
Photo submitted by John and Pat Murphy. 
A drive-through visit with the Easter Bunny in the St. Cecilia’s parking lot on | 


THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YO 


Pat 


WI LLIAM RAVE | S You n 


REAL ESTATE gin 
264 N Main St. Unit 22, East Longmeadow, MA 7 
413-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com 








Heidi Pafumi 








April 1, 2021 The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES Page 11 


= ———— —— ee —- —_ = == — a = = 


— = = = = = a =—-. ; 
1s “" : 7 ——— 


BRAHAM pei 


To our beautiful mom, 
also known as Betty Harkless. 


LOVE Janine, Rachel, Steve, Ray, and Nadine, and 
all your grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to elinscott@turley.com 
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Thomas Francis Sheehan Il is a 2020 graduate of Minnechaug High 
School. He entered Parris Island in late October 2020 and graduated as 
A United States Marine on March 12, 2021. He is currently completing 
his Marine Combat Training, then will go on the complete his MOS. 

His family and friends are so proud. Oorah, Private Thomas Francis 
Sheehan Il! Photo submitted by Kimberly Brantley. 





March 27. Photo by David Miles. 





‘umfs...Delivering Pizza and Homes to a Neighborhood Near You! 


lay recognize the name as your favorite spot for a delicious pizza, but did you know this — 
mily ts also known for the highly sought-after REALTOR that shares their last name? » © ma), ti ‘oa Tu , Y ew 
e founding Team413 in 2016, Heidi Pafumi, and her team have sold over 600 homes! £0 GO le 


Heidi knows houses - call her to call your home “SOLD”! 
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Scholarship applications 
available for Hampden and 
Wilbraham graduating seniors 


MONSON — The 2021 
Monson Savings Bank Schol- 
arship application is now 
available to graduating high 
school seniors in Hampden 
and Wilbraham. Applications 
are available at the Hampden 
Branch office at 15 Somers 
Rd., Hampden, and the Wilbra- 
ham Branch office at 100 Post 
Office Park, Wilbraham. 

The purpose of the Monson 
Savings Bank Scholarship is 
to promote the attainment of 
higher education for graduat- 
ing seniors who reside within 
the Bank’s footprint. Three 
$2,000 scholarships will be 
awarded to graduating seniors 
in Hampden or Wilbraham. 

Graduating seniors must be 
planning to attend an accredit- 
ed college, technical school or 
certification program. Scholar- 
ship awards will be based on 
the applicant’s financial need, 





Meet 
Bailey! 


She is a 5 year old 
Boxer/Pit Bull mix. Her 
dad Sean Cavanaugh got 
her this awesome hat 
to play in the snow! She 
also loves to curl up and 
take naps, but when she |s 
is awake she likes going 
to the dog park to play 
with other dogs, taking 
road trips, playing with 
her rope toys and her little 
football and she loves 
chicken jerky treats! 









PET OF THE WEEK 





academic performance, and 
extracurricular activities that 
you have participated in during 
school and after school, work 
experience, music/arts and/or 
sports programs. 

Monson Savings Bank 1s 
proud to be an integral part of 
its greater community. As such, 
the candidate for this scholar- 
ship should have demonstrated 
a commitment to his/her com- 
munity. Please include an essay 
outlining that service and the 
impact you achieved through 
your contribution. 

The deadline for applica- 
tion acceptance is April 5. 

The completed application 
and required supporting docu- 
ments will be accepted by mail 
or electronically. If you have 
any questions please contact 
Donna Easton-Vicalvi at (413) 
725-4560 or at dvicalvi@mon- 
sonsavings.com. 





Wilbraham Women’s 
Club scholarships 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN -— The Wil- 
braham Women’s Club is offering two $1,000 
scholarships to Wilbraham or Hampden resi- 
dents who are graduating seniors planning on 
attending a four-year college or university. 

Applications are available in the guid- 
ance office at Minnechaug Regional High 
School. If a student attends a private school 
and would like an application, contact Mrs. 
Agnew at (413) 596-9480. The deadline for 
receipt of the application is April 5. 





Scholarships from 
Chase, Clarke 
Stewart & recite 
Insurance Agency 


REGION — Chase, Clarke, Stewart & Fon- 
tana Insurance Agency, located in Springfield, 
is currently accepting applications for its 2021 
ChaseIns & Ray Beattie Scholarship Awards. 
Two participating high school seniors will be 
awarded a $1,000 each. 

To view the scholarship requirements, vis- 
it www.chaseins.com. The deadline for recip- 
1ents to apply is May 1. 





St. Cecilia Catholic 
Women’s Club scholarships 


Scholarship applications are now available for 2021 
high school seniors. To be eligible a student must be a 
graduating high school senior and a member of St. Cecilia 
Parish. 

Selection factors include academic achievement, char- 
acter, leadership and financial need. Applications can be 
picked up in the guidance offices at Minnechaug Region- 
al High School, Ludlow High School, St. Cecilia Parish 
office or download the application from the St. Cecilia 
Church website at: saintceciliawilbraham.org. 

Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in May 2021 
and will be granted directly to the students to help defray 
the cost of tuition, books, fees, or supplies. 

The application deadline is April 5. Please mail to: St. 
Cecilia Women’s Club, St. Cecilia Parish, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. If you have questions, please con- 
tact Sue Agnew, (413) 596-9480. 


Assistance with COVID 
vaccine registration 


REGION -— Greater Springfield Senior Services, Inc. 
(GSSSI) is now assisting older adults with registering 
for the COVID-19 vaccine through the online registra- 
tion portals. Interested parties can call GSSSI at (413) 
781-8800 (Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 
to be connected to a highly trained, bilingual team of 
dedicated Information and Referral Specialists. Staff are 
ready to assist with online sign-ups and are available to 
answer any questions. 























Dakin Humane Society To 
Hold Annual Pet Food Drive 
April 1-30 To Feed Shelter 
Animals And Support 
Pet Food Aid Program 


Dakin Humane Society, located at 171 Union Street in 


Boarding 


ome one or) onto rd) onte onle one ta? onle 


PET PAGE4 


READERS! 


Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 

Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name. 
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413-525-3532 


www.porterroadpetcare.com 


Day Care 

Web Cams 

Heated Floors 

Large Indoor/Outdoor Accommodations 
Playtime Available- fenced in 1/4 acre lot 


SPA Services Available 
Bathing 
Haircuts 
Maincures 


Springfield, has announced a month-long pet food drive to 
begin April 1. The purpose of the drive is to collect pet food 
for its in-house animal population and to replenish its Pet 
Food Aid Program, which saw an unprecedented demand 
for pet food from regional families facing food insecurity 
in 2020. 

Visit our website for a list of locations where you 
can find Dakin’s Annual Pet Food Drive collection bins 
throughout the Pioneer Valley. 

For those who wish to support the Pet Food Drive 
from home, Dakin has set up a Donate Meals page on their 
website: http://bit.ly/3kZ9hYc . In addition, shoppers can 
find links to Dakin’s two wish lists on Amazon and Chewy 
at www.dakinhumane.org/our-wish-list.html, order online 
and items will ship directly to Dakin. Those who prefer to 
shop locally may use the wish lists as a reference, shop 
where they like, and drop donated items in the large blue 
bin found outside Dakin’s Springfield location from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. every day or visit our website for a list of 
locations where you can find Dakin’s Annual Pet Food Drive 
collection bins throughout the Pioneer Valley. 

Overall, the most-needed items include wet and dry 
cat food, wet and dry dog food, and Timothy hay for small 
mammals. 

Additional information about the Annual Pet Food Drive 
can be found at www.dakinhumane.org. For questions 
about the Drive, please contact Kaitlyn Holloway at 413- 
781-4000, ext. 118 or kholloway@dakinhumane.org. 









2400 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 
413-246-0859 


CrO 


NEW CLASS! Intro To Your Puppy 
or New Rescue. Basic Obedience 


& Envirnomental Socialization 


e Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility 


e Small group classes - 
Wilbraham location 


e Puppy class & Basic leash 


e Obedience & 
Manners training 


e Environmental training 


> 


WILBRAHAM 


Animal Hospital 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
Ben Shryock, DVM 


Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 
413.596.8395 
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


East Springfield Veterinary Hospital 
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 © esvhospital.com 

(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
Open Nights & Weekends 
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cine administrator or in a cler- 
ical role. 

Staffing costs could be re- 
imbursed by FEMA, Conselino 
said. 

Conselino said — she’d 
emailed state DPH officials 
and asked if Wilbraham could 
also be approved as a region- 
al vaccination clinic. She said 
she hopes to hear back soon 
and would let the board know 
when she does; if approved, the 
towns wouldn’t need to join in 
Palmer’s regional clinic. 

Several municipalities have 
recently been approved for re- 
gional clinics in addition to 
Palmer, including Chicopee 
and Northampton. 


COVID-19 update 
New cases of COVID-19 
are on the rise across the coun- 
try, state and in local commu- 
nities. Conselino said Monday 
new cases have been steadily 

increasing in Wilbraham. 
In the last couple weeks, 


there was also a case of some- 
one in town who was fully vac- 
cinated but tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

“Tt’s still out there,’ Con- 
selino said. “Just because 
you’re fully vaccinated doesn’t 
mean you’re completely im- 
mune to the virus. There’s a 
small percentage where you 
can still catch it.” 

Conselino said the public 
still needs to be proactive about 
wearing masks, keeping dis- 
tance, hand washing and stay- 
ing home if you don’t feel well. 

As of April 1, 273 Wilbra- 
ham and Hampden residents 
have been fully vaccinated, ac- 
cording to Fire Chief Michael 
Andrews. 

“(Municipal) clinics have 
been very successful, going 
very smoothly,” Andrews said. 
“T wish we had more vaccines 
we could be giving out but 
we're giving out what we’re 
limited to.” 
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partment make a request for a 
reserve transfer to help quicken 
the process. 

“The good thing is_ that 
we re coming into a time, from 
a safety standpoint, where you 
can open the doors and the [ve- 
hicles] won’t run inside,’ said 
Flynn. “Fix the wiring because 
the last thing you need is insuffi- 
cient wiring because you’re run- 
ning a bigger danger.” 


Main Street water problem 

For years, residents along 
Main Street have suffered from 
inconsistent water quality. In 
pursuit of remediation, the town 
of Hampden employed the ser- 
vices of Tighe & Bond, a firm 
that promised to offer Hampden 
its recommendation for a plau- 
sible, cost-effective solution by 
the end of March. 

“Well, they better hurry up 
then. Our [annual town] meeting 
is coming,’ said Donald Glov- 
er, chair of the board, said on 
March 29. 





Town Administrator Bob 
Markel noted that the town has 
secured significant funding that 
can be used to improve the qual- 
ity of water for the residents af- 
fected. 

“The new information is that 
we're getting this Rescue Act 
money of $510,000. So far, the 
message is from the higher au- 
thorities that you can use it for 
water, sewer and broadband in- 
frastructure projects. It seems 
like this money can be used for 
this project,” said Markel. 


Highway Garage 

During the 2019 Annual 
Town Meeting, Hampden resi- 
dents approved an addition to the 
Highway Garage on Main Street 
for $280,000 An unexpected 
increase in cost was discussed 
during the March 29 meeting, 
after Flynn outlined the project. 

“We’re getting three bays 
plus improvements in structure 
that allow for washing [contam- 
inants] because the salt is cor- 
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rosive. The three bays because 
new trucks that come in do not 
fit in the current bays that we 
have,” said Flynn, noting that the 


smaller bays will be repurposed 


to store equipment that was pre- 


viously kept outdoors. 
Unfortunately, in part be- 
cause of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic and a national tariff on 
domestic steel, the cost of the 
addition has skyrocketed to 
approximately $600,000. A fi- 


nal decision wasn’t made, but 


Glover questioned if the funding 
should be discussed once more 
during town meeting, noting that 


the increase was far too great for 
her liking. 


“T can appreciate that. What 


I can’t appreciate is that it goes 


from $300,000 to $600,000 and 
that the town really was approv- 
ing a project at the highway for 
$300,000. I don’t see how we 
can say, “That’s okay, the price 
went up, and now, it’s $600,000.’ 
That’s a significant increase,” 
said Glover. 





Legal Notice 
Town of Wilbraham 
Invitation For Bids 
Architectural and 
Engineering Inspection 
Services 
The Town of Wilbraham, 
acting by and through its 
Board of Selectmen, invites 
qualified architectural and 
engineering firms (Bidders) 
to respond to an Invitation 
For Bids (IFB) to inspect and 
evaluate seventeen (17) town 
buildings, including structur- 
al conditions, foundations, 
exterior and interior enve- 
lope, HVAC and associated 
control systems at an 


ASHRAE Level II standard, 
health and safety concerns, 
exterior doors and windows, 
roofing, electrical, water sup- 
ply and drainage systems, 
septic systems, conformance 


ment, interior and exterior 
lighting, generators, fire 
detection/suppression sys- 
tems, exit and emergency 
lighting systems, intercoms, 
telephone communication 
systems, security systems, 
pavement and drainage and 
to prepare a report on said 
buildings for use by the 
Capital Planning Committee 
in updating the town’s multi- 
year Capital Improvements 
Plan. 

The IFB is subject to 
MGL C. 30B, and may be 
obtained beginning on 3:00 
PM March 17, 2021 from the 
Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095, 
(413) 596-2800; and on the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www. wilbraham-ma.gov. 
A walk through and question 








Bidders is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
at 10:00 AM. The deadline to 
submit bids is Wednesday, 
April 14, 2021 at 2:00 PM 
in the Board of Selectmen’s 
Office. Bids will be opened 
and recorded at approximate- 
ly 2:05 PM in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room 
and via Go To Meeting. The 
Board of Selectmen, upon 
consideration of recommen- 
dations from an ad hoc com- 
mittee, shall award the con- 
tract to the responsive and 
responsible Bidder with the 
lowest price bid. The Board 
of Selectmen reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive informalities, or to 
issue new bids, as deemed in 
the interest of the Town. 

Board of Selectmen 
03/25, 04/01/2021 


under Chapter 140, Section 
181 and 183A, and Chapter 
136 of the General Laws, to 
consider new applications for 
an annual (Monday - 
Saturday) entertainment 
license and an annual Sunday 
entertainment license submit- 
ted by Fern Valley Farms, 
LLC, located at 757V Main 
Street, to include entertain- 
ment consisting of outdoor 
live and recorded music and 
the use of an amplification 
system during business hours 
from 10am to 10pm Monday - 
Saturday and 10am to 8pm on 
Sundays. The hearing is 
scheduled for Monday, April 
12, 2021 at 7:10 PM at the 
Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham. Persons wishing 
to comment on the proposed 
entertainment license will be 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


PLANNING BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 
5, the Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, April 
14, 2021 at 6:30 PM to give 
interested parties the oppor- 
tunity to comment on the fol- 
lowing proposed amend- 
ments to the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law sponsored 
by the Planning Board: 

1. Parking or Storage 
Restrictions for Trucks and 
Buses in Residential 
Districts: By revising exist- 
ing sections 1.3 and 4.5.2; 

2. Nanobrewery Use 
Regulations: By revising 
existing sections 1.3 and 
3.4.5; and 

3. Large-Scale Ground- 


Office and the Planning 
Office and is available for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, all per- 
sons interested or wishing to 
be heard on this matter may 
access this public hearing by 
remote participation using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology from your 
computer, tablet or smart- 
phone by visiting https:// 
global.gotomeeting.com/ 
join/617720933 or from your 
phone by dialing | 866 899 
4679 and entering Access 
Code: 617-720-933 or by fol- 
lowing the instructions on the 






with ADA, kitchen equip- and answer session for heard. Mounted Solar Energy meeting agenda that will be 
WILBRAHAM BOARD OF _ System Regulations: By _ posted on the town website 
SELECTMEN _ deleting existing Section 10.7. on or about April 9, 2021. 
TIH/E TIE]L 
Tile [Nn Tlele ele li PUBLIC HEARING LICENSING AUTHORITY — and substituting therefor a Jeffrey Smith 
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cli [Rr The Wilbraham Board of The complete text of the 

Selectmen will hold a hearing proposed amendments is on 

WILBRAHAM file in the Town Clerk’s 
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ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Rial Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


“ Tel. 413-283-4395 
rl Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Eo bt 


“Ticole’s Landscaping . 


¢ Patios * Plantings »* Walkways * Mulching 
NICOLE DACAMPO 


781-640-1602 


nicoleslandscapingllc@gmail.com 
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Trusted Name Since 1982 


UBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
y digital tear sheets by 
_Jj newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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§ SCHOOLS 


Teachers receive 
Pioneer Valley Excellence 
in Teaching Awards 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM — The Hampden 
— Wilbraham Regional School District proudly an- 
nounces the recipients for school year 2020 X 2021. 

The awardees were selected by a committee of 
local administrators and past recipients based on cri- 
teria related to excellence in teaching, professional 
development, contributions beyond the classroom, 
and respect by peers, parents, and students. 


Award recipients: 


Melissa Doe 
Grades 9-12 Physical Education Teacher 
Minnechaug Regional High School 


Joshua Griffith 
Grades 9-12 Social Sciences/History 
Minnechaug Regional High School 


April Nicotera 
Speech and Language Pathologist 
Wilbraham Middle School 


The Excellence in Teaching Awards program is 
made possible by the Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation in partnership with MassMutual and the 
Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation. The Award 
was created to honor teachers in Western Massachu- 
setts who demonstrate enthusiasm about and excel- 
lence in the teaching profession 


MMWEC offers scholarships 
to Minnechaug High seniors 


LUDLOW - Applications now being accepted for 
the Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Com- 
pany (MMWEC) scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 scholarships to 
be awarded to qualifying seniors from Ludlow High 
School and Minnechaug Regional High School who 
are planning to attend either a two- or four-year col- 
lege. Scholarships will be awarded to two students 
from Ludlow High School, one Minnechaug student 
from Hampden, and one Minnechaug student from 
Wilbraham. Students must plan to pursue a degree in 
disciplines related to engineering, environmental sci- 
ences, finance, or accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based on several fac- 
tors, including academic achievement, area of study, 
and need. All seniors planning to pursue one of the 
specified academic areas are encouraged to apply, re- 
gardless of their class ranking. 

To be considered, students must submit all required 
documents including a letter of recommendation from 
their guidance counselor and a letter detailing their 
educational and professional goals. The submission 
deadline is April 6 and MMWEC will only be accept- 
ing electronic applications this year. Application and 
submission details will be shared with students via 
their guidance counselors. 

As part of its commitment to the Ludlow, Hamp- 
den, and Wilbraham communities, MMWEC has 
awarded $52,000 in scholarships to help local students 
defray the cost of higher education since the inception 
of the scholarship program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for public 
power in Massachusetts, providing a variety of power 
supply, financial, risk management and other services 
to the state’s consumer-owned, municipal utilities. 
MMWEC is the operator and principal owner of the 
Stony Brook power plant on Moody Street and has 
been a corporate resident of Ludlow for 43 years. 
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Valley Press Club scholarships available for 
journalism students 


REGION — The Valley Press Club, 
based in Springfield, will award up to 
six $1,000 scholarships to high school 
seniors in Western Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut who are inter- 
ested in pursuing a career in journal- 
ism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholar- 
ships, funded by contributions and 
dues to the Press Club, are for stu- 
dents planning careers in print, online 
or broadcast journalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, 
funded by The Republican, is for stu- 
dents living within the newspaper’s 
circulation area who are planning ca- 
reers in print journalism. 

The 22News Scholarship, funded 
by WWLP-22News is for students 
planning careers in broadcast journal- 
ism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memo- 
rial Scholarship, established in mem- 


ory of a chief photographer for the 
Springfield Newspapers, is for stu- 
dents planning careers in photojour- 
nalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory 
of the award-winning journalist, edi- 
tor and author, is for students who are 
underrepresented, in the Springfield, 
Mass. area, planning careers in jour- 
nalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded 
by Mr. Jaffe, the Valley Press Club’s 
first scholarship recipient in 1964, 
who retired in 2015 as vice president 
of talent negotiation and production 
recruitment at ESPN, is for students 
planning careers in broadcast journal- 
ism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on 
career goals, writing ability, scholas- 
tic aptitude and overall achievement 
as measured by an applicant’s high 


school transcript, class rank, academ- 
ic awards, SAT scores and extracur- 
ricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are avail- 
able at www.ValleyPressClub.com, 
high school guidance offices, or by 
emailing NTassinar1@TheBigE.com 
Applications may be sent by mail to 
Noreen Tassinari, VPC Scholarship 
Chair, Eastern States Exposition, 
1305 Memorial Avenue, West Spring- 
field, MA 01089 or electronically 
to NTassinar1@TheBigE.com. The 
deadline for submissions is April 15. 
Over the course of five decades, The 
Valley Press Club has presented over 
$130,000 in scholarships to eligible 
students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of 
active and retired journalists and pub- 
lic relations professionals from cor- 
porate and nonprofit organizations. 





HCC virtual theater production 


innovation 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke Com- 
munity College Theater Department’s 
fall 2020 production, a live-streamed 
virtual play called “Fatal Fisticufts,” 
won two awards at this year’s Kenne- 
dy Center American College Theater 
Festival. 

The original work, written by 
HCC alumnus Tom Roche ‘16 of 
Holyoke, was recognized with a merit 
award for “Innovation in Digital The- 
ater.” HCC student Nanette Mendieta 
of Holyoke won an award for excel- 
lence in stage management. 

The awards were announced at the 
end of the KCACTF Region I festi- 
val, which was held virtually this year 
Jan. 25-31. 

“Fatal Fisticuffs’” was original- 
ly conceived as a traditional stage 
production that was meant also to 
be streamed over the internet and 
include real-time interactions with a 
virtual audience. But the COVID-19 
pandemic forced the play off stage 
and completely into the digital realm. 

“We were all trying to overcome 
the obstacles that were placed in front 
of us as we attempted to tell a story 
in a virtual world,” said director and 
HCC theater professor Tim Cochran. 
“We wanted to experiment and push 
our technical abilities as far as we 
could. Being recognized on a regional 
level is important because it provides 
affirmation that our work is respect- 
ed by other colleges and it recognizes 
our merit as a program of excellence 
and innovation. This play was being 
produced at an incredibly difficult 
time for all of us and it became a light 
in the darkness for a lot of people.” 

KCACTF Region I includes col- 
leges and universities in northern 
New York and all six New England 


states. Awards are based on the rec- 
ommendations of respondents, who — 
usually — travel around the country to 
view college theater productions and 
offer critiques. 

In the case of “Fatal Fisticuffs,” 
the production was performed live 
four times over three days in Novem- 
ber 2020. During the show, 13 stu- 
dent- and alumni-actors performed in 
front of green screens in their homes 
with the live action patched together 
remotely with fight scenes pre-re- 
corded on the stage of HCC’s Leslie 
Phillips Theater. 

Based on their performances in 
“Fatal Fisticuffs,’ student-actors Lau- 
ren Bailey, Miguel Perez and Bran- 
don Rodriguez were also selected 
to perform in an acting competition 
during the festival. 

“T think the students’ performanc- 
es speak to their dedication, talent, 
and commitment,’ said Kim Hicks, 
HCC dean of Arts & Humanities. 
“The same applies to our Theater fac- 
ulty, who work collaboratively with 
students to create the fall and spring 
theater productions each year. Every- 
one involved in these shows puts in an 
incredible amount of work, including 
nights and weekends, and the work is 
evident in what we see on the stage 
and, now also, on the screen.” 

The production featured a num- 
ber of HCC theater alumni in key 
positions: Cory Missildine ‘13, a 
professional gamer and owner of the 
Easthampton-based livestreaming 
company Missildine Online, served 
as streaming coach; Mike Pray ‘08, a 
member of Tieline Theater, a Massa- 
chusets theater collaborative, served 
as fight choreographer; and Roche, 
an award-winning playwright, wrote 


honored for 


- and rewrote- the script. 

The characters in Roche’s play in- 
habit a bleak, degraded world where 
flowers no longer grow. They live 
alone in boxes, eat artificial food from 
plastic tubes, and may venture out 
once a year during an event known 
as The Opening. The rest of the time, 
their interactions are virtual, coming 
in the form of holograms, online chats 
and videogames. In the play “Fatal 
Fisticuffs” is a Mortal Kombat-style 
eSports competition that provides 
both a literal and metaphorical battle- 
field for the main character, Clayton 
Day, as portrayed by Miguel Perez. 

“Tom worked on the script for a 
full year before learning that he need- 
ed to pivot and adapt the entire story 
into a virtual platform,” said Cochran. 
“This was an incredibly difficult un- 
dertaking but Tom stepped up to the 
challenge. All told, he wrote more 
than 20 different versions of the 
script. His commitment to crafting a 
script that would hold together and 
tell a compelling story that was about 
our current plight is what put every- 
thing in motion for us.” 

In the past nine years, the HCC 
Theater Department has won 12 
KCACTFE awards for individual act- 
ing, ensemble acting, dedication to a 
script, stage managing, and best orig- 
inal music, among others. 

This spring, the HCC Theater 
Department will present another vir- 
tual production, “In These Times,” a 
dramatic collection of original sto- 
ries from the HCC community about 
life during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The show, directed by HCC theater 
professor Pat Sandoval, will be per- 
formed online April 14-17. 





Rotary Scholarship 


applications now available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chairman of the Wil- 
braham-Hampden Rotary Club Scholarship Committee, 
has announced that applications for the 2021 Rotary Club 
scholarships are now available at both Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School and Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 

Applications are due no later than April 1. The schol- 
arships are available to qualified high school students who 


are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden. 


The club will again award nine scholarships, each in the 
amount of $1,500. Applications may also be obtained from 


Sperry by calling (413) 537-4171. 





HAMPDEN — Looking for 
something to do at home this win- 
ter? Explore the resources avail- 
able through the Hampden Public 


p.m.; Thursday from 2-6 p.m.; and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to | p.m. 
To schedule a pickup time, call the 


formation. 


Library. new books and DVDs to the col- 
The library offers curb- lection. The newest additions to 

side pickup, available Mon- _ the collection can be found at the 

day-Wednesday from  12-4:00 bottom of the library’s website. 


and DVDs. 


The library is always adding 


Each library card gives more 
than just access to library books 


Hampden Public Library offering curbside pickup, 
DVDs, games, books and apps 


library at (413) 566-3047 or visit 
hampden-library.org for more in- 


Using the library card, folks 
can access a wide variety of eB- 
ooks and e-audiobooks through the 
apps, along with documentaries 
and movies and language-learning 
services. 

While the library building is 
still closed to the public, its staff 
aims to continue working to meet 
the needs of town residents. 
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Falcons take care of Knights 





Quarterback Jeremy Diehl winds 
back and makes a throw. 





Running back Ryan McConnell 
moves toward the sideline with 
the ball. 


WILBRAHAM - Af- 
ter having a tough draw to 
Start the season with Central, 
Minnechaug Regional football 
eich Koaub returns thea | OU) eens aoe 
oe after fielding a kick. 41-20 last Friday evening at 

<—— ‘| home. Minnechaug improved to 

: 1-1 in the Fall 2 season. 


Ryan McConnell makes his way 
into the crowd of players ona 
carry. 
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Soccer alignments proposed 


for new statewide tourney 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Holyoke and 
Central will stand together as the 
only two schools from Western 
Massachusetts that will compete 
in Division 1 soccer under the 
new alignments that have been 
proposed. 

This fall, the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Associ- 
ation will change to a statewide 
tournament. In an attempt to 
equalize the competition, Mas- 
sachusetts will move from four 
to five divisions in most major 
sports, such as soccer, basket- 
ball, and baseball and softball. 

According to the alignments 
that have been proposed, Holy- 
oke and Central are the only 
schools in the region that have 
enough enrollment to be part of 
Division 1. 

Many current Division 1 
schools in the region will now 
move down to Division 2. 

Among the Division 2 teams 
in soccer will be Agawam, Chi- 
copee, Chicopee Comprehen- 
sive, Minnechaug’ Regional, 
Amherst, and Ludlow. All of 
these teams have been playing 
in Division | for many years, 
and have competed in Division | 
tournaments at the regional and 
state level. Ludlow was a Divi- 


sion | state champion a couple of 
years ago. 

Belchertown will be among 
the teams that will be featured in 
Division 3. This is not a change 
for those teams. They have been 
in Division 3 in recent years, 
though girls soccer has been 
playing Division | to improve its 
competition level. Belchertown 
won the boys Division 3 state 
championship in 2019. 

South Hadley, which won a 
girls soccer Division 3 state title 
in 2019, will move to Division 4. 
Also included in Division 4 will 
be Mahar Regional. 

Moving to the newly created 
Division 5 will be Palmer, Path- 
finder, Monson, Granby, Ware, 
Quaboag, and North Brookfield. 

In Central Mass., Tanta- 
squa will be a part of Division 
2, while Quabbin Regional will 
join Division 3. 

The divisions the teams will 
be assigned will determine what 
state tournament that team will 
have an opportunity to be a part 
of. With the number of divisions 
increasing, there will be more 
opportunities for teams to qual- 
ify, though there could be a lot 
of excessive travel in the early 
rounds of the tournament de- 
pending on what part of the state 


Please see SOCCER, page 16 


Entry list growing as Icebreaker event nears 


WATERBURY, Vt. — Con- 
necticut’s Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park is just over 
three weeks away from open- 
ing the 2021 Northeast Auto 
Racing season with the annu- 
al Icebreaker. The headlining 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 
on Sunday, April 11 continues 
to draw buzz and big names as 
the entry list grows leading up 
to the event. 

Nearly 30 Tour-type Mod- 
ified teams have registered for 
the debut of the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series. Even more are 
expected by the time the first 
green flag falls for qualifying. 
The list includes former track 
and series champions, many 
multi-time winners, and rising 
stars looking to start the season 
with a bang. 

To no one’s surprise, a huge 
contingent of racers from the 
“Modified Country” of South- 
ern New England have entered. 
Former NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champions Doug 
Coby of Milford, CT; Bobby 
Santos II of Franklin, MA; and 
Ronnie Silk of Norwalk, CT are 
among the biggest names pre- 
paring for the season-opener. 

Other touring series champi- 
ons on the entry list are Chelms- 
ford, MA’s Jon McKennedy; 
Moosup, CT’s Chris Pasteryak; 
and Woborn, MA’s Anthony 
Nocella. Although NASCAR 








Submitted photos 


The Icebreaker 125 is just a few weeks away and the entry list is 


piling up. 


Cup Series regular Ryan Preece 
has not officially entered the 
Icebreaker, he has publicly ex- 
pressed his interest in compet- 
ing. 

Plenty of weekly Modified 
warriors are also ready for the 
long-distance challenge. They 
include Berlin, CT’s Keith 
Rocco, a seven-time Thomp- 
son Speedway champion, and 
Tolland, CT’s Ronnie Williams, 
a two-time SK Modified cham- 
pion at Stafford Motor Speed- 
way. With 125 green-flag laps 
on the card, many factors will 
play into who ultimately takes 
home the big check. 

“T think you’re going to see a 
lot of different strategies in this 
type of race,’ Williams said. 
“T think a lot of guys will be 
pushing hard in the early laps of 


the race. It’s the start of a new 
season, and a lot of guys hav- 
en’t raced yet. I’m expecting a 
strong run out there. The No. 25 
with Gary Casella always runs 
well at Thompson.” 

“You just have to play your 
cards right with all of the pit 
strategy and 125 laps that are 
all green flag laps,” Rocco add- 
ed. “Fuel is probably going to 
play a role in it for this one, too. 
There are a lot of aspects that 
are going to be part of trying to 
win the race. We always do real- 
ly well in the open shows, from 
the SK Modifieds to the Tour 
Modifieds. Hopefully, we'll 
come out of the box strong to 
start the season.” 

However, the hunger for vic- 


Please see RACING, page 16 
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WMA basketball program expands 


WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham & Mon- 
son Academy’s Boys Basketball program 
is excited to announce an expansion of 
its New England Championship-winning 
Boys Basketball program - with a new- 
ly created and named Varsity basketball 
team. The Varsity team will begin the 
2021-2022 season as a Class C Associate 
member of the New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council. 

Wilbraham & Monson’s current var- 
sity team will be rebranded as a Prep 
level team when it opens defense of its 
New England Class AA championship. 
The Titans won the program’s fifth New 
England Championship, and first in 34 


Valley Wheel Baseball 


seeks new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is looking for new players for the 2021 season, 
which is set to begin at the end of April. Players who 
are 28-years-old prior to June | are eligible to play in 
the league this season, however, only those 30 by June 
1 are eligible to pitch. The league includes six teams 
and there is a 15-game season that begins on Sunday, 
April 25. Games are 12 Sundays, a special Mother’s 
Day weekend Saturday game, and two weekday night 
games under the lights. The season ends the final week 
of July with the playoffs for the top four teams during 
the first two weeks of August. Tryouts are set for the 
first three weekends in April. Tryouts will be Satur- 
day, April 3, Sunday, April 11, and Sunday, April 18, 
all weather-permitting. A draft for new players will be 
held after the final tryout. All players bat and every 
player spends at least four innings in the field. The 
league will be playing with some minor modifications 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. For more informa- 
tion, please contact League Commissioner Jim Nason 


at wheell2 @comcast.net. 


years, in March 2020. 

The varsity team will be run under 
the direction of Prep Head Coach Mike 
Mannix and will be coached by newly 
hired Chris Iversen. 

Iversen’s basketball background in- 
cludes extensive experience at numer- 
ous administrative levels in the Premier 
Basketball League, an American profes- 
sional men’s basketball minor league. He 
helped lead the Rochester (N.Y.) Razor- 
Sharks to seven league championships 
and was twice named as the league’s 
Coach of the Year. Iversen joins WMA 
after holding a position as an assistant 
coach and co-director of player devel- 


opment at the United States Basketball 
Academy in Eugene, Oregon. 

WMA’s announcement follows its 
recent decision to reinstate ice hockey 
to the school. The program will start as 
a club-level team for boys and girls for 
the 2021-2022 winter season. The Acad- 
emy is finishing a full year of full-time, 
on-campus classes with socially dis- 
tanced classrooms and dining halls. Stu- 
dents and the entire WMA community 
are COVID-19 tested twice a week. 

To learn more about WMA’s boys 
varsity basketball program or any of the 
other Academy’s offerings, visit www. 
wma.us/varsity or Www.wma.us. 


REGION — The Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League is an 
age 28-and-over league which 
plays its games Sundays at 10 
a.m. beginning in late April and 
concluding in late August. It is a 
six-team league and a 15-game 
schedule with all teams getting 
at least one playoff game at the 
end of August. 

The league is seeking new 
players to join in the fun. The 
cost to play in 2021 is $192.50 
and registration can be found at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. 
Games are mostly being played 
this year in Easthampton and 
South Hadley. Players who wish 
to pitch in the league must be 


Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


ers who are not already on a team 
will be placed in a draft, current- 
ly scheduled to take place on 
Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are 
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 
April 25. For the 2021 season, 
there is a mask-wearing rule, as 
well as modifications that pro- 
hibit any type of spitting or close 
contact, and players are required 
to take out all trash they bring in 
with them. The league allows the 
use of BBCOR-certified -3 bats 
as well as wood bats. Games are 
nine innings and all players who 
participate get to hit and play 
the field. For more information 
or to contact someone from the 


30-years-old. 





Sign-ups are active and play- 


league, go to the league’s web- 
site. 





This week in recreation 


Bryan Litz, 
Parks & Recreation Director 


WILBRAHAM — WOW! What 
a month it has been from a registra- 
tion standpoint here in the Wilbraham 
Parks & Recreation Department. 

The Department was given the 
green light to run our full program of- 
fering this spring and summer. Start- 
ing in early March, we opened regis- 
tration for spring sports, and let’s just 
say parents are anxious to get their 
kids out and about! Over the course 
of a few short days, we set records for 
enrollment and registration revenue, 
with several programs filling up in a 
matter of hours or days (Start Smart 
Baseball and the Youth Track Workout 
to name a few). Then in Mid-March, 


we opened registration for several oth- 
er Spring/Summer programs, and let’s 
just say the Spec Day Camp was a 
very, very popular program. Within a 
week we filled all six sessions, with a 
sizable waiting list for all six sessions. 
But don’t fear — working with our 
camp director and getting a little cre- 
ative, we hope to be able to take more 
campers. Those on the waiting list for 
camp, stay tuned for that update; we 
are working on it. 

Keep an eye out, since we are still 
rolling out programming registrations 
each week, and starting April 6 reg- 
istration opens up for many summer 
classes and clinics. And as we learned 
in early March, programs are filling up 
very quickly, so don’t delay in regis- 
tering. We also are taking reservations 


for the Spec Pond Pavilion, along with 
team entries for our very popular Spec 
Pond Summer Basketball League, cur- 
rently we have 40 teams and will only 
take approximately 50. 

Visit WilbrahamRec.com for more 
information on all our programs. 

Notes: Registration for our Spec 
Day Camp CIT program is currently 
underway. Please look on our website 
for the application. Also, registration 
is still open for Tennis (Gr K-8), and 
early registration for Falcon Youth 
Football (Grades 3-8) will open mid- 
April. Registration for our weekly 
summer sport and specialty camp of- 
ferings will start April 6. Also, we are 
accepting reservations for the Pinney 
Pavilion at Spec Pond. 





HOLYOKE -—- The Latinx Studies 


team shifted into making music/dance 


HCC to host film and talk inspired by Chilean folk song 


department at Holyoke Community 
College will host a short film and live 
presentation by dancer Michelle Mar- 
roquin and musician Tony Silva on 
Wed., April 7 from 11 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. 

Their film, Volver a los 17 (“Re- 
turn to 17”), was inspired by the iconic 
Chilean folk song of the same name by 
singer Violeta Parra, whose poetic lyr- 
ics speak to the longing, remembering 
and honoring of the tender age of 17, 
when love first bursts into bloom. In 
the film, Silva plays guitar as Marro- 
quin’s dance leads viewers on an abstract 
journey of memory and loss and asks how 
the past has made us who we are. 

Marroquin is a bicultural dance artist 
who has created interactive performances 
in the Pioneer Valley since 2014. Silva is 
a guitarist and composer, specializing in 
Rumba Flamenca and Latin American 
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Holyoke Community College will host 
a short film and live presentation by 
dancer Michelle Marroquin and musician 
Tony Silva on Wed., April 7. 


folk music. 

Since COVID -19 severely limit- 
ed their ability to perform in person, the 
Easthampton-based husband and wife 


films under the name Dragon Circle 
Productions. Volver is the third film 
they have co-created in the last six 
months. 

During the April 7 Zoom event, 
Marroquin and Silva will share the 
film and present a brief retrospective 
of their work. The audience will have 
an opportunity to converse with one 
another, share responses, and partici- 
pate in a discussion on the themes that 
inspired the film: exile, memory, loss, 
and identity. 

The presentation is part of the 
HCC’s ongoing series of events highlight- 
ing Latinx artists and cultures and the col- 
lege’s Latinx Studies program. 

To register for the event, please go to: 
hcc.edu/volver 

Learn more about the artists at: www. 
MichelleMarroquin.com and www.To- 
nySilva.com 
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RACING from page 15 


tory isn’t just limited to Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. Racers from six different 
Northeast states already entered the Ice- 
breaker 125, giving the event a regional 
flavor that speaks to its appeal among the 
Modified ranks. 

New Hampshire racers Andy Shaw 
(Center Conway) and Trevor Bleau (Troy) 
live in an area typically dominated by Late 
Model-type cars. However, they’re ready to 
make Modifieds the Granite State headliner 
for at least one day. Riverhead, NY’s Eric 
Goodale is one of several drivers who are 
expected to do double-duty with the NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour event at Vir- 
ginia’s Martinsville Speedway. Goodale’s 
fellow Long Islander Artie Peterson III is 
also representing the Empire State. 

Anthony Sesely is making the trip to 
Thompson from Port Monmouth, NJ. Earl 
Paules has an even long drive from Palmer- 
ton, PA. Patrick Emerling has the current 
“long haul” award, though, with a 432- 
mile journey each way from Orchard Park, 
NY to drive Ted Anderson’s #1CT. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the first event 
in the new Outlaw Open Modified Series. 
A quartet of $5,000-to-win Wednesday 
events are scheduled for June 16, July 7, 
August 11, and September 15. The season 
concludes with the return of the Thompson 
300, a $20,000-to-win event on October 9 
and 10 as part of the annual World Series of 
Speedway Racing. 

Drivers can still register for the Ice- 
breaker 125. Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
ries entry forms and rules are available at 
www.acttour.com/outlaw-open-modifieds. 
General event Information can be found at 
www.acttour.com/thompson-speedway. 

Thompson Speedway opens its 82nd 
season with the annual Icebreaker on Sat- 
urday, April 10 and Sunday, April 11. A 
total of 10 divisions will compete across 
two days of racing. Sunday’s card features 
the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 for the 
Outlaw Open Modified Series. There’s also 
a 40-lap ACT-type Late Model shootout 
plus the Limited Sportsman and SK Light 
Modifieds. 

Saturday’s six-division card is high- 
lighted by the season-opening Thompson 
75 for the PASS North Super Late Models. 
They’re joined by the Sunoco Modifieds, 
NEMA LITES Midgets, EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge, Mini Stocks, and an 
8-Cylinder Street Stock Open. An optional 
Test N’ Tune practice day is slated for Fri- 
day, April 9 with all Icebreaker divisions 
welcome. 

Adult general admission is $30 for 
Saturday and $35 for Sunday. Kids ages 
12 and under are $10 each day. Advance 
tickets are available at https://happsnow. 
com/event/Thompson-Speedway-Motor- 
sports-Park- YHPQ. Grandstand attendance 
is limited to 50% of capacity per Connecti- 
cut COVID-19 guidelines. Pit passes will 
be sold at the track. 

For general Thompson Speedway in- 
quires and camping reservations, call 
(860) 923-2280, email oval@thompson- 
speedway.com, or visit www.thompson- 
speedway.com. You can follow Thompson 
Speedway on Facebook and Instagram at 
@ThompsonSpeedway or on Twitter at @ 
ThompsonSpdwy. 





SOCCER from page 15 


a team comes from. 

Teams will have an opportunity to ap- 
peal their divisional placement, whether it 
before enrollment or competition reasons. 

What has yet to be determined is what 
a Western Massachusetts tournament may 
look like. While the MIAA will not spon- 
sor a tournament going forward, the Pio- 
neer Valley Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference wants to sponsor a tournament. It 
is unknown how the competition will be 
aligned, but it could be difficult to place 
the teams according to division, with situa- 
tions like having just Holyoke and Central 
in Division 1. The PVIAC had to put plan- 
ning for sectional tournaments on hold due 
to the pandemic. 
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Baystate Medical Center offering monoclonal antibody treatments 


SPRINGFIELD -— Baystate Health is offering monoclonal 
antibody therapy for patients, which may help the body’s im- 
mune system to combat the deadly COVID-19 virus. 

“We first administered the experimental drug to a patient 
on December 9. I was amazed by his recovery and absolutely 
thrilled over the hope that this could bring to so many other 
patients impacted by COVID-19,” said Dr. Gladys Fernandez, 
co-director of the Baystate Infection Control Treatment Unit 
(ICTU) and director of Hospital-Based Education Programs at 
Baystate Medical Center. 

“Over the past two months, an incredible team of front-line 
healthcare providers and critical behind the scenes staff has 
come together to develop and implement an effective program 
of antibody infusions for patients across the state,” she added. 

The US Food and Drug Administration in November 1s- 
sued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for Eli Lilly’s 
monoclonal antibody and Regeneron’s antibody “cocktail” to 
treat COVID-19 in high-risk patients with mild to moderate 
disease. 

Baystate Health is the only area health system to offer 
monoclonal antibody therapy for patients. 

According to the FDA, the monoclonal antibody may re- 
duce COVID-19-related hospitalizations and emergency room 
visits in some patients treated early on in their infection (with- 
in 10 days of symptom onset). 

Emergency use authorization — which has since been in- 
voked for the coronavirus vaccines — allows products such as 
the COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies which have been shown 
to offer benefits to some patients in trials, to be used before all 
the evidence is available for full approval. 

Unlike the vaccines that stimulate one’s own immune sys- 
tem to produce antibodies, monoclonal antibodies are given to 
treat early COVID-19 to help prevent progression of illness. 
They are also being studied to determine if they can prevent 
someone from contracting the coronavirus. 

Monoclonal antibodies are laboratory-made proteins 
that mimic the immune system’s ability to fight off harm- 
ful pathogens such as viruses. The four laboratory-produced 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies — casirivimab, imdevimab, 
bamlanivimab, and etesevimab — are specifically directed 
against the spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 (the official name of 
the novel coronavirus) designed to block the virus’ attachment 
and entry into human cells. Bamlanivimab and the antibody 
cocktail casirivimab and imdevimab (referred to as a “cock- 
tail” because of the combining of two antibodies) were first 
authorized in November 2020. Both required one-hour infu- 
sion and an extra hour for observation following the infusion. 
On Feb. 9, 2021, the cocktail bamlanivimab and etesevimab 
received FDA authorization after its phase 3 clinical data were 
analyzed to be infused for as short as 21 minutes. 

“When used to treat COVID-19 for the authorized popula- 
tion, the known and potential benefits of these antibodies out- 
weigh the known and potential risks,” wrote the FDA. 

The “authorized population” consists of patients ages 12 
and older weighing about 88 pounds with positive results 
of direct SARS-CoV-2 testing and who are at high risk for 
progressing to severe COVID-19. According to the FDA, “it 
should be given as soon as possible after a positive test result. 
This includes those who are 65 years of age or older who have 
certain chronic medical conditions such as diabetes, heart dis- 
ease or kidney disease. The cocktail has not been authorized 
for use in patients who are hospitalized with COVID-19 or 
need oxygen therapy due to the virus. 

Jim Ryan, 69, was the first patient to receive a monoclonal 
antibody infusion at Baystate Medical Center. 

“T am very cautious, and I emphasize ‘very’ cautious in 
following all of the safety guidelines. And it is undetermined 
where and from whom I might have caught the virus,” said the 
Ludlow man. 

Ryan, a runner who competes in marathons, thought be- 
cause he was healthy for his age that if he did contract the virus 
that it would be a mild case. But that wasn’t to be. 

“T was pretty sick. My sinuses were involved. I lost my 
sense of taste and smell. And I had a 104-degree fever and was 
fatigued beyond belief. I was in communication from home 
with my primary care provider, who told me that Baystate 
Medical Center would soon be offering monoclonal antibody 
therapy to patients. Because of my age and the fact that I was 
considered high risk, she entered me into the lottery and within 
a few days I ‘won’ and was being infused at the hospital,” he 
said. 

Because he was already pretty sick when he received the 
infusion, Ryan said, “It wasn’t an overnight cure. But I did 
start feeling better each day afterwards and it helped to keep 
me out of the hospital.” 

“T would recommend the therapy to anyone given the op- 
portunity to take it,’ said Ryan, a retired pharmacist, who is 
healthy once again and riding his bicycle 25 miles a day. 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief of the Infectious Disease Divi- 
sion at Baystate Medical Center, who also heads the Baystate 
COVID Monoclonal Antibody Infusion (MAI) Team, noted 
he was ecstatic to learn that the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health (MDPH) had approved the hospital to provide 
the novel treatment to eligible COVID-19 patients in western 
Massachusetts. 

“Not all hospitals are equipped to administer monoclonal 
antibody therapy, which is a complicated, time-consuming 
process that requires detailed attention and follow up from 
highly-skilled professionals. Our work would not have been as 
successful from an operational standpoint without the effort of 
an amazing group of dedicated individuals working behind the 
scenes on the screening, scheduling, treatment and follow up 
of these patients,” said Dr. Paez, who noted they have received 
a lot of positive feedback from patients on how they felt after 


receiving the therapy with few to no side effects. 

Baystate’s chief Infectious disease physician noted 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies remain an investigational 
treatment, but are very promising in early infection and may 
also prevent infection following an exposure. 

“Clinical studies are still being conducted, and so far, I like 
what I have been hearing. The challenge remains the complex- 
ity of how this treatment is being given by infusion, but subcu- 
taneous (injected to skin) delivery of this treatment is currently 
being studied. Based on our experience, getting a COVID-19 
test done in a high-risk patient suspected of having the virus 
and getting results promptly is as important as treating the pa- 
tient as early as possible (up to 10 days from start of symp- 
toms) to allow the cocktail’s potential benefit,” said Dr. Paez. 

To date, the Baystate team has successfully provided 
monoclonal antibody treatment to over 140 patients selected 
for infusion based on a regulated criterion-based referral lot- 
tery system with guidance from the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health. The allocation guidance prioritizes patients 
age > 65 years and those age 2 18 years with obesity (BMI = 
35) and sets aside at least 20% of infusion slots for vulnerable 
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500 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 
(413) 596-2511 
www. wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 
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“Tam the vine. you are the branches” 





populations. 

Dr. Paez noted that the lottery system is not used any lon- 
ger for patients to be considered to receive antibody therapy. 

“Fortunately, Baystate is able to meet the demand for the 
monoclonal antibody treatment for eligible patients, and will 
only employ a lottery system if the demand exceeds the infu- 
sion capacity,” he said. 

Since its inception at Baystate, the hospital has been able 
to successfully infuse up to eight patients per day due to an ef- 
ficient workflow and enhanced patient care strategies in place, 
noted Dr. Fernandez. 

“I am very proud to be part of this team and reflect on the 
impact of this effort on the many patients treated every single 
day. The evolution of science and public health initiatives re- 
lated to this pandemic has been overwhelming at times, and I 
consider it an honor and a blessing to be part of positive out- 
comes,” she added. 

For more information about COVID-19 monoclonal an- 
tibody treatment at Baystate Health, visit: https://www.bay- 
statehealth.org/covid19/treatment/antibody. 


‘A beautiful joining of the 
Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.” 


Join us in wy sl 
the power of Jesus’ love for us! 


All services are on Zoom 
Visit www.ctkepiphany.org 


PALM SUNDAY, March 28, 10am 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1, 6pm 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2, 7pm 
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4, 10am 
A joyous celebration with preaching & music 





758 Main Street, Wilbraham (across from Rice Fruit Farm) 
413-596-3045 - www.ctkepiphany.org 


Celebrate “Caster 
This Weck 


SERVICES ARE ONLINE AND IN PERSON 


Good Friday Service 


Outdoor Drive-in Passion Play - 7:30pm 


Easter Sunday Services 


Drive-in Sunrise Service — 6:30 am 
In-Person Service — 9am 
In-Person Service — 11am* 
*(also being livestreamed on Facebook) 


“Registration is required for all services at 
greenwall.evangelassembly.org 


**Masks and social distancing will be followed at all times 


EVANGEL ASSEMBLY 


348 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


BIRDHOUSES FOR SALE!!!! 
Some vinyl sided, some painted. Var- 
ious designs and prices. Call Gary 
(413)532-1918 leave message 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 
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HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
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HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
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LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN 

AND GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 





Base Price Base Price sage 832.00 Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 4212 
gir mages sae mary: for $26.00 for 20 words plus i 
: : : "| 50¢ for each additional word. STUMP 
Add $10 for a second Zone GRINDING 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price A 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] Or add $15 to runin 
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ALL THREE ZONES. ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price _. a 478-4212 
Address: $10.00 -(- 
Add a second ZONE ~ tye Classifie d 
Town: State: Zip: Add a third ZONE 5.00 pe a eee 
—_ Cat’ Advertising 
Number of Weeks: ee ___X perweekrate=$ Subtotal == CNS ee ee 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover _J Cash J] Check# > _ x Number of Weeks D E A D LI N E S 
Card# Xp. Date CCV TOTAL Enclosed QUABBIN & 
Amountofcharge. — eesessesss—s—“—sSSSsSsS—“‘( ié‘é‘éiéi te; SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! MONDAY AT NOON 
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REGION — The Connecticut 
River Conservancy on March 
19 announced the completion of 
five years of work to improve the 
health of the Connecticut River 
and the Long Island Sound. 

This work was possible in 
large part due to federal funding 
from the USDA’s Regional Con- 
servation Partnership Program 
through a grant to the Connecti- 
cut Council on Soil and Water 
Conservation, aimed at reducing 
pollution in the Connecticut River 
and Long Island Sound. The Con- 
necticut River contributes over 
70% of the freshwater to Long Is- 
land Sound and plays an import- 
ant role in the health of the Sound. 

CRC completed 58 river resto- 
ration projects covering more than 
180 miles and 60 acres in New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and Mas- 
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$2.5 million and 58 river restoration 
projects have improved health of Connecticut River 


sachusetts. These projects help 
reduce erosion, runoff, and excess 
nitrogen, which causes low dis- 
solved oxygen levels that threaten 
fish and other aquatic organisms. 
Projects included planting trees 
and shrubs along rivers on agri- 
cultural lands to slow runoff and 
filter pollutants from water before 
it enters rivers, berm and dam re- 
movals that restore natural river 
flows and decrease erosion during 
floods, and streambank stabiliza- 
tion work that helps keep soil in 
place rather than polluting rivers. 

“We are very pleased to have 
been able to complete this many 
restoration projects in our lo- 
cal communities to improve the 
health of both the Connecticut 
River basin and Long Island 
Sound,” said CRC Executive Di- 
rector Andrew Fisk. “While this 


grant program may be over, CRC 
will continue to work with land- 
owners on restoration projects on 
their land that will improve our 
rivers and protect their investment 
in productive farm and forest 
land.” 

“We applaud the efforts of 
CRC and the local landowners 
who partnered to implement con- 
servation projects that will protect 
and improve water quality and in- 
stream habitat for many genera- 
tions to come,” said Vicky Drew, 
Vermont State Conservationist 
for the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 

The federal funding, which 
CRC matched dollar for dollar 
with other grants and private do- 
nations, was used to complete 
engineering designs, restoration 
plans, and permitting necessary 


for project implementation. CRC 
worked over the five-year grant 
period to help local landown- 
ers sign up for USDA NRCS 
programs that helped fund im- 
plementation of the restoration 
projects. CRC was able to secure 
additional grant funds (used as 
match) to help reduce or elim- 
inate landowner out of pocket 
expenses. In all, more than $2.5 
million was invested over the five 
years in these 58 river restoration 
projects and supported many local 
businesses including engineering 
firms, construction companies, 
nurseries, and more. 

“Through RCPP, NRCS 
co-invests with partners like the 
Connecticut River Conservancy 
to implement projects that offer 
innovative solutions to conser- 
vation challenges and _ provide 
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measurable improvements tied 
to the natural resource concerns 
they address,” said Dan Wright, 
Massachusetts State Conserva- 
tionist for NRCS. “Through their 
contributions, our partners add 
value by expanding our ability to 
address natural resource concerns 
on farm-by-farm, watershed, and 
regional levels.” 

“NRCS is very pleased to have 
a partner such as CRC and the nu- 
merous landowners involved to 
complete 58 projects over the last 
five years that will have a lasting 
impact on the water quality of the 
Connecticut River basin and Long 
Island Sound,” said New Hamp- 
shire NRCS State Conservationist 
Becky Ross. “With CRC’s part- 
nership, we were able to have a 
much larger impact in a shorter 
amount of time.” 
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and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy .V 5 ie] a4) 
ee a ek 





BUY 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! C 

all Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





LOCALLY 
support our community! 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 .eaypp pay 


mA | | 3-96 7-8 Bit 4 pointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified lax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 





~ 
PROVIDER 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


arapeizes | 


lS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
<> Fax: 413-324-2167 
Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-233-8393 





CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





Hiring full-time or part-time general 
laborer. Work in our manufacturing 
plant, join our team! We pay 100% 
health and dental insurance. We also 
have profit sharing! Call or stop by to 
fill out an application. 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


TOWN OF PALMER - MECHAN- 
IC - EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
The Town of Palmer is seeking a 
semi-skilled to skilled manual work 
performing journeyman level mainte- 
nance and repairs and operating light 
to heavy automotive construction and 
maintenance equipment at the Palm- 
er Highway Department; related work 
as required. Thorough knowledge of 
Highway Department operating pro- 
cedures and highway, street and road 
system. Ability to make equipment 
repairs and recognizes the reason 
(s) for malfunctioning of equipment 
units. Skill at the journeyman level in 
automotive mechanics and welding re- 
quired for repairs to heavy automotive 
construction and maintenance equip- 
ment. Special Qualifications: Posses- 
sion of Class Il Massachusetts Motor 
Vehicle Operator's License, (CDL). 
Possession of Hoisting License issued 
by the Department of Public Safety. 
For full job description, please go to 
www.townofpalmer.com. Please sub- 
mit resume and letter of interest or 
Town application to Town Manager's 
Office, 4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Application can be mailed to 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or by emailing rmcnutt @ townofpalmer. 
com. Open until filled. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER RETIRED RACING AMERICAN DRY ICE CORPORA- 
TUNE UP & REPAIR GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE HORSES TION, 19 Second St., Palmer Industri- FOR RENT 
FOR ADOPTION al Park, Palmer, MA (413)283-9906 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


Two mature adults with excellent ref- 
erences seeking 2/3 bedroom apart- 
ment with washer/dryer hookups in 
apartment. Ludlow or surrounding 
area. Call Sandra (413) 583-4746 after 
10am. 


On 


Post your 
job openings 
in our Classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 
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FREE Seller and Buyer E-Guides CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 
These guides provide valuable SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


STATUS _ ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 


information to help you start the NEW 66 Edison Dr., Ludlow 5 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Ranch $249,000 
ACT 1623 Center St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $409,900 


buying and/or seller Drocess. UAG 34 Holland Dr., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $209,000 
For our uide - UAG 183 Prospect St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape $269,999 
y !) UAG 26 Ayers Rd., Monson 6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Log $299,900 


THE TIMINLCIFIIUNEIA GARAGE UAG 62 Moulton Hill Rd., Monson 7 room, 4 bed, 1f Oh bath Cape $349,500 
UAG 381 Main St., Wilbraham 8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Victorian $199,900 


Ready for an in person consultation? MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS: 
Call any agent listed below fora NEW 51-57 Howard St., Ludlow A unit, 12 total rooms, 4 total bedrooms 4 Family $339,000 
Free, no obligation consultation. LAND LISTINGS 
ACT Lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 1.45 Residential acres (63,162 SqFt) $42,000 
Like us on Facebook - ACT Lot 4 Silver, Monson 2.83 Residential acres (123,274 SqFt) $84,900 


: ACT Lot 33 North St., Palmer: Three Rivers 0.65 Residential acres (28,314 SqFt) $57,500 
facebook.com/LandmarkLortie ACT Lot 30 North St., Palmer: Three Rivers 0.71 Residential acres (30,927 SqFt) $57,500 


Always up to date information on the BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY LISTINGS 


market and our communities. NEW 311-R West St., Ludlow Business Opportunity...2 Other $175,000 
Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 
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REAL ESTATE 
COMPANIES 
2’ THE WORLD 




















ARE S : LLI N i 1 J C K John Moltenbrey Tom Avezzie Nick Ferrara Bonnie Leaning Luci Giguere Ann Paquette Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume Dot Lortie 
7 427-5176 386-4523 265-3861 575-2837 626-6871 478-0671 478-1940 












































218-7991 348-3803 
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Zack Ferrara Steve Lortie Kathi Calabrese © AnnMarie Martin Sandy Wegrzyn Art Ferrara Jacqueline Kenny Alyssa Rhodes Susan Raimer 
205-7789 427-4122 374-5867 206-1161 519-1056 348-5827 222-7285 896-9269 374-3348 


View Listings: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. 
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i 
Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home Sales Positions Available — Licensing Course LANDMARK. 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 ox Lone REALTY 





Because your family is too important 
for a 10 minute call center. 


INSURANCE 
AGENCY 





AUTO + HOME « BUSINESS « LIFE » AND MORE... 


603 N. Main St., East Longmeadow, MA 


tex = 413-858-2680  anssrra 


Aaane 
en . ah | 
_ www.forrestinsurance.com ————— 





